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PROCESSES OF SOCIAL CHANGES IN YUGOSLAVIA*

(1) Sodial changes as a contemporary phenomenon are full of
contradiotions. It is, therefore, necessary to make certain points
clear at the very beginning of this paper.

This theme implies ethnologic studies of the changes taking
place in the sphere of material and spirtitual life of a people, of
fts oculture and its mentality. The studies ocover the pemiod from
the end of the Second World War until present time, which in
Yugoslavia is charactenized by a socialistic system.

What are the conditions, social structures and sections of
society, aspects of culture and life under which these processes
of changes have taken place, is only part of the problems we
should like to talk about. However, the limitations imposed by
time and space make it impossible to discuss these problems at
lenght, let alone to suggest formulae for their solution. It will be,
therefore, a kind of survey of problems hinting at the direction
which should be followed for further studies- We shall pay parti-
cular attention to some theoretical and methodological problems.

(2) After the Second World War Yugoslav ethnology has begun
to apply itself to the exploration of comtemporary processes and
changes in the life and culture of its peoples. It is looking for
actual problems in ethnologic phenomena interpreting them in
a new and original manner. This is what we might comsider to
be mew in the sdientific orientation of present«day ethnology.

Within the larger comtext of scientific tendencies modena
ethnologist explorations indicate that this sciemce can be of use

* Report submitted at the IV International Congress of South-East
European Studies, Ankara, August 13—18, 1979.



180 Dragoslav Antonijevié

at this moment in creating the policy of planming general social
and oultural improvement of a people and furthering of its dev-

el .

It is a wellkmown fact that world ethnology pays special
attention to the studies of contemporary changes and processes
that are taking place both in the countries in the east and those
in the west. These phenomena are also discussed at special sec-
tionss of ethnological and anthropological congresses.

Studies of contemporary phenomena and processes ocourring
in population (ethmical structure, movements and migrations of
population), in settlements (urbanisation, dislocation), in economy,
ocostume, tin social life, spiritual culture and in particular those
related to traditional ways of life and folklore have given im-
portant results.

Even though the interest shown for the studies of changes
has reached a very high level in Yugoslavia, providing a basis
for a kind of survey of the results achieved so far, the literature
on the whole is of a descriptive character, displaying imterest for
particular problems, or for the solution of some practical pro-
blems. Even the most recent studies have but a small theoretical
value. Considerable progress has been made in the methodology
of the field-work (direct observation, interviews, questionnaires
and sample surveys as well-established methods of investigation),
but it still lacks a greater focusing of concepts and firmer theo-
vetical structures.

(3) If we remember for a moment, that ancient Greeks
have taught us that nobody can enter two times the same river,
because both man and river are subject to changes, then we can
easily understand that mo phemomenon in any socdiety and in any
oulture could be said to have developed without changes, or that
at a certain point in history it has existed quite independently
of all the currents in the society, without the interaction with the
socdial and oultural milieu.!

National culture has always been subject to changes. In our
time they take place before our eyes constitute an integral
part of man’s life and society. We should bear in mind that in
the past they ocourred slowly and successively, in contrast to
present-day changes which take place under quite different socio-
eoconomic and political conditions.

Great and decisive historical events, wars and revolutions
have always brought along social changes and new ideas, which
in the final consequence have become common.

If we now turn to the 19" century we can see that the bourge-
ois society, having entered the era of industrial revolution and
rapid technical progress, brought about the changes in the tra-

1 D. Rihtman-Auguitin, Pretpostavke suvremenog etnoloskog istrafiva-
nja, Narodna umjetnost XIII, Zagreb 1976, 11.
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dittonal ways of life and culture. A new oancxalpu‘edommmted,
i.e. the one of technological ratiomality, the fideal of the power
over the nature, of efficiency which the bourgeois society was
prepamning since the time it came into existence- It was Spencer
who umited progress amd evolution in his amalysis of degrees,
through which the industrial society has mastered nature.

More marked changes in the traditional culture in Yugoslavia
were noticed by Vuk Karad#i¢ already at the beginming of the
19% century- At that time mnational culture and the ways of life
of the whole people were to the highest degree of traditional
character, and for the greater part of Yugoslavia almost comple-
tely rural. In other wonrds, the greater part of population were
peasants, whose number gradually decreased as they began to
inhabit towns in greater mumbers, while their culture and ways
of life were ever more affected by extraneous or town influences.?
With the growth of industry and the advent of capitalism in
Yugoslavia peasants began to produce more for the market. Thus
the town and the village were brought into a closer comtact, and
under their mutual influences traditional values have been affect-
ed. Naturally, at that time the changes were ocourring slowly be-
cause the industry and agriculture were not sufficiently developed.

Jovan Cviji¢ has remarked that in the past migrant workers
from the village were much less dependent on their environment
than other peasants. They more easily changed their place of
residence, and travelling about they brought innovatiions into their
villages, and they often changed important anthropogeographical
and ethnographical characteristics.?

The Second Werld War marked in Yugoslavia an histomical
boundary between two fundamentally different periods. After the
Second World War the village, with an underdeveloped land econo-
my, has rapidly and spontaneously entered a new phase of econo-
mic and social changes. The changes brought about in the preople’s
ways of life and culture have gained momentum.*

The changes that ocourred in the past in a patniarchal village
environment can bear no comparison at all with present-day
changes either in thelir intensity or degree of the process which
does not represent normal evolution of human culture.

(4) What fundamental faotors affected the processes in ethni-
cal changes that have taken place after the Seoond World War?

If we take industrialization and urbamnization as decisive fac-
tors, we can see that the phase through which Yugoslavia s pass-

2 P. Pakuh, Caspemere npomeHe, npeOmer UAU aACNEXT UCTDAXCUBAILA,
Cumniosujym ETHONOWIKO mpoyyaBaibeé CaBPEeMEHHX MeHa Y HapOmHOj Kyil-
TypH, ETHOrpadcku nacruryr CAHY, Beorpan 1974, 33.

3 J. Usujuhl, Anrponozeoipagcxu npobremu Baaxarncxor Iloayocrpea,
CE3B 1V, Hacema u nopekno craHopuuurrsa 1, Beorpam 1902, 53.

4 I1. Bnaxosuh, ITpucrtyn npoy4asarsy CTapo: u H080z y HAPOOHOM W U-
eory y ceockum Hacesuma Cpbuje, Cumnosujym (in footnote 2), 9.
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ing now, and which in all probability will continue in the future,
is characterized by a huge technical progress and industrial pro-
ductivity. The processes of industrialization and urbanization make
the basis of the contemporary social dynamics in Yugoslavia and
they play an ever greater role in the sphere of development.
Industry has emerged as a dominant activity, while land economy
has become a branch of industry. The social category of a peasant
is becoming less and less distinct or is reduced to a small quanti-
ty’ Bven in very small villages smaller industmial plants or spe-
cialized workshops have of late been opened as branches of larger
factories, which employ a good deal of village labour.

According to the 1971 census out of the total number of
active population in Yugoslavia 53,6% were working in industry,
mining, civil engineering and tertiary activities, while 44,6% were
engaged in agriculture with fishing and forestry® A mew census
will no doubt reveal a great decrease in the percentage of the
village population in favour of the town population. However,
some of those who are cultivating land are exposed to the extrane-
ous influences and are embracing urban values.’

Yugoslav political systemn with socialistic ideology and social-
istic relationships within the society contriibutes to an ever greater
social mobility. The influence of the mass media and communica-
tion as well as education, administration and the like also play
an important part in ‘the general process of changes.

Socialistic system in Yugoslavia is also distinguished for its
planned changes by which it deliberatdly modernizes Yugoslav
society, uprooting various antiquated ways of life, for instance
eradication of illiteracy, replacing obsolete technology by the
modern ome, introducing planned melioration of land, adapting
the functioning of machines and tools to man, introducing new
form of association of men, and more equitable relations in the
sphere of ownership and remuneration ?

. We should also point to two important geographical factors
which both in the past and today play an important part in the
transformation of folk culture. The first one is the space conneoti-
ons, i.e. modernization of the moadnetwork, and the second, the
gravitational pull of central settlements.?

The moad-network plays an important part in bringimg about
speedy and important changes, including regional and village roads
which were adapted for car traffic and which directly conneot

5 1. Kocruh, ITepcnextuse npomena y nawiem Opywirey u oo
2000 00une, Cfmnoanﬁ]CM (in footnote 2), 132. Py Y xysypu

6 KoHayHH pe3yJITaTH IIONHCAa CTAHOBHHUIITBA H craHoBa 1971. CaBe3aHu
3aBOJ| 3a CTATHCTHKY.

7 II. Koctuh, op. cit.

8 Ibid., 130.

9 M. IlanoB, YTuyaj Oenonyaayuje Ha npomeHy xyarype y NAGHUHCKUM
ceauma CP Maxeoonuje, Cumnosnjym (in footnote 2), 98.
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villages with towns. There are many examples which provide ewi-
dence that after such a road has been built, in course of one year
only the landscape has changed to such a degree that it is diff-
icult to recognise it.

Modemn moad-network has today inevitably brought the willage
population to currents of modern life. Car and bus connections
have been extended even to the most remote villages.

The second i t geographical factor, particularly in the
transformation of folk culture is the space-gravitational and func-
tional relationship betweem towns and villages. In other words,
the process of urbanization is nowadays occurning without central
places, and in some cases it goes iin the opposite direction, intro-
ducing the elements of traditional culture, especially into smaller
town settlements. This can be accounted for by intensive settle-
ment of village population in towns. It is in such places that the
collision, interpenetration and c es between these two types
of culture can be best observed, although this process is limited
in time. In any case the higher standard affects the currents of
folk oculture.

(5) The combination of the mentioned factors fundamentally
changes traditionad cultures and social elements and phenomena.
The bulk of the mir:opulminn, and in particular that from the wvill-
age, together with tts traditional features is undergoing a change
and is being mestructured. These processes, naturally, do not
follow a straight line and are mot synchronized, and they do not
ocour in the same manmer in every part of the country- Hence,
we have many discrepancies, differences and even deviations."
A great ethnical heterogeneity of the Yugoslav multinational comm-
unity bears its pant in it for there are three religious denomina-
tions: onthodox, catholic and fislamic. The intensity of changes also
depends a good deal on the still uneven economic development
of individual parts of Yugoslavia, which is a burden from the past.

As a result, all these changes differ in their types and catego-
ries. Some traditional values have completely disappeared, some
emerge in a new form, some have not been fundamentally chang-
ed, except that they have assumed a mew function.””? Completely
new values devoid of traditiomal features both in rural and in
old urban settlements are becoming more and more common.

The category of acculturation indludes such phenomena which
come as a result of cultures in contact (British term), i.e. when
groups of people or individuals with different cultures come into
a direct contact, and the changes that follow.

10 Ibid., 99.

11 P, Pakuh, op. cit., 42.

12 D, Rihtman-Augustin, O nekim metodolo3kim problemima etnoloskog
istrafivanja sadasnjosti, Etnolo$ki pregled 12, Ljubljana 1974, 122.
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The changes that follow from the cultures in contact should
not be understood as the transfer of elements from one culture
into another, but rather as the final result of imteraction between
groups or individuals with different cultures. Here we are dealing
with a two-way process which affeots not only rural but also

Since we are dealing here with fundamental changes that
have taken place in the Yugoslav sodiety and its structure, it
is difficult to speak of total continuation of traditional patterns
although a certain amount of continuity, which at first glance can
be observed in contemporary picture of the society and culture,
cannot be denied.

»If traditional patterns of culture lend oolour or certain
values to contemporary ways of life, that would be the last
thing we should regret and ignore in our investigations. The
trends of the growth of civilization are so levelling ‘in their
3:1:]&@, that we can only wish for modemn interpretation of

tradition«."

The ¢ es that have taken place in the life, culture and
opinions of the Yugoslav peoples since the Second World War
until today are indeed numerous. They include all spheres of life:
the system of economy and labour, place of residence, clothing,
nutnition, social relations and family life, customs and beliefs,
folklore (songs, music, dances), the attitudes that people take
towards things and phenomena surrounding them etc.

To #llustrate we submit several actual examples, reflecting
changes in the traditional cultural heritage.

. Migrations of population play an important part in changes.
For the last three centuries, and especially after the Second World
War, the population in Yugoslavia has migrated all over the
oountry. This was conducive to fintermixing and mingling of the
population, which can be noticed in the physical and anthropolo-
gical charactenistics.

There are several kinds of migrations: permanent, daily, and
seasonal or temporary. To ‘the first group belomg the transfer and
moving of people from one place to another, from one part of the
country to another, where as a rule they settle permanently. Such
movements follow the direction from village to town and indus-
trial places.

Daily migrations of workers employed in town, and who
otherwise live in the village and also work on the land, is quite
a mew phenomenon fin the life of our village, and it s ome of the
ways by which contemporary changes are introduced into the
life of village.

B Ibid., 123.
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There exist also seasonal migrations which are oconnected to
some kind of non-agricultural activities, for instance house-build-
ing workers or those working on the land during the summer and
autumn season, on the fields of large agricultural estates.

Of far greater importance is the ecomomic migration which
takes people out of the country to work abroad temporamily dn
order to earn money. A speaial feature of this kind of migration
is a large number of women participating in dt.

All kinds of migrations mentioned above affect to a lesser
or greater dogree the village and its ways of life and contmibute
to its embracing of the achievements of mwodern culture. When
speakiing of acquining new ways of life, there is an obvious differ-
ence between the people who earn their kiving only from land
and those who camn earn, if only temporanily, in some other ways,
too. It is not only an increase in the income that matters here, but
also the acquiring and application of all that has been seen in
a mew milieu, in other words we are dealing here not only with
changed possibilities, but also with a new evaluation of meeds
amd desires.

The introducing of agricultural technology into the village
has resulted in important changes in the agricultural life of the
village. Modern techniques in the oultivation of land together
with the application of up-todate machines, tools and chemical
fertilizers has liberated from hard work a good deal of village
labour, which has come from the village to work in industry or
to seek other employment.

The growth of industry and rapid advancement in general
technology has caused the materiial standard of the people o
acquire a new basis and dimension. This is partioularly manifest
in new types of settlements (in town suburban industrial centres)
establishing urban centres in willages and in their tendency to
become equal with the towns.

The evolution of the house has been manifold. It Gs construct-
ed on contemporary architectural principles both with regard to
matenial used and the arrangement of the inside and the function
destignated to the rooms. The outbuildings on the farm have under-
gone the same modernization as the house.

The national costume has on the whole lost regional and
ethnic characternistics. The innovations from the town are ousting
or have completely ousted traditional clothes, having as a result
gradual uniformity in the style of dres% on a large scale.

Comsiderable changes can be noti also in the diet of the
population, mot only that its standard has been improved, which
is natural in view of the fact that general standard has misen, but
also with regard to the changes in the composition of the diet.
Until the Second World War in some parts of Yugoslavia maize
was staple food, and bread made of # was eaten all the year
round, while bread made of wheat was used only as ritual bread
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for holidays. Today is only eaten bread made of wheat. Produots
of food industry have profoundly changed the eating habits of
people in gemeral. .

The ethnologists studying the changes occumming in comntem-
porary life of the people are all unanimous in their opinion that
spiritual culture, including customs, preserves its traditional forms
much longer than material culture.

The customs which have not been abandoned or are only very
slowly abandomed are subject to transformation during which
their ritual function is the first to disappear. On the other hand,
owing to new socio-economic oconditions, new ocustoms, devoid of
religious and ritual character, are being introduced and accepted,
e.g. the sending-off of recruits, the celebration of the Day of Upris-
ing, the Republic Day, New Year Day, the socialist patron saint
(slava), etc.*

The transformation of a custom is achieved in such a manner
that it 4s mot abandoned in its entirety, but only partly, i.e. oaly
some elements are given up. It is mot unoommon that a custom is
observed for sheer inertia, and its form is preserved while the
real cause for dist observation has been either completely lost or
changed.

As for the custom praoctice, it has undergome many changes,
which s, for instance, quite obvious with the accessonies whose
appearance and use have been changed. Changes can be observed
too with regard to the number and composition of participants
in individual customs. This is particularly noticeable when wat-
ching ritual processions. It is a well-known fact that for instance
dodole (rain makers) are no longer performed by young girls
from the village, but their place has been taken over by Gypsies.”

Since the agnicultural machines were intnoduced, complex
customs of vanious magical character, formerly performed in the
field on the occasion of first plowing, sowing and harvesting, have
been discontinued.

Some of the collective celebrations which until recently have
had a marked rnitual character {(patron saint — slava, church
patron saint — litija, wedding, etc.), but which have been discon-
tinued, have nowadays acquired a socio-economic character. Such
celebrations, which provide an opportunity for displaying ecomo-
mic power and reputation of a family, are also an occasion for
members, relatives and friends of family to gather together, and

1“4 1. Anrouujesuli, Coyujarucruuxa caasa 3y Cpemy, Pan XX KoHrpeca
CaBesa ¢onknopucra Jyrocnasuje, Hosu Can 1973, 91—95.

15 II. Banguh — l¥ Paxuh, O npoyuaeary caspemerux npometa y obu-
uajHoM Acueoty Hawer Hapoda, CumnosujyM, (in footnote 2), 84.
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in the village it is still the best way to keep up one's social rela-
tioms.'

If we thus go on from one custom to another, we shall come
to the conclusion that they have not disappeared, even though
they are rapidly changing, but that they exist on several levels,
one of them being explicit and visible, while the other not visible.”

(6) From what has been said so far we can come to the con-
clusion that contemporary ethnfical phenomena, taken as a whole,
display a strong unity of the old and new. In some instances it is
only a modification of old elements, while sometimes ocompletely
new structures have been formed. Factors inducing changes in
Yugoslav society do mot affect with the same tntensity ethnical
groups, peoples and individual destinies.® Sometimes these proces-
ses manifest themselves differently and will be felt sooner in one
place than in another. It is certain, however, that forces of future
are already felt in present-day changes, and that they surpass the
existing ethnic structures and differences.”

As for the perspectives in Yugoslavia like in other industrially
developed oountries, one can expect further growth of urban and
industrial society at the expense cf the agrarian and rural ome.
Technological processes will have a levelling effect both iin the
sphere of material and the spiritual life, but mostly in the former
one. Different oonclusions can be drawn from these facts. Some
are of the opinion that society will develop towards the universa-
lism and that such processes will strengthen and comfirm in prac-
tice the equality of people, while the others, on the contrary,
think that the motion of people’s equality will decline, and that
the tendency that every individual will differ from the other ome,
will be on the inorease.®

Our basic assumption is that in the future the process of
changes in the traditional culture and ways of life will develop on
a still larger scale, while the man’s actual power in relation to
these processes will imply his more efficient mastering of the
nature.

In any case, the imterest for studies relevant to the changes
concerning man will continue to be in the centre of ethnology,
and we are confident that it will constantly grow, and for this

reason ethnology will have to change and improve both the subject
matter and the methods of its explorations.

16 P. Kajmakosuh, [TposmeHe y Hapodnoj ky: Cembepuje, Cunttioam
jym, (in footnote 2), 108. y HapodHoj xyarypu puj

. 7 D, Rihtman-Augudtin, O nekim metodoloskim problemima etnoloskog
:stra%:van;a sada3njosti, 126.

nia, 13 D. Rihtman-Augudtin, Pretpostavke suvremenog etnoloSkog istrafiva-

19 Ibid.
2 I1. Kocrah, op. cit., 134,
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MMPOLIECH OPVHITBEHHX ITPOMEHA Y JVYIOCJIABHJH

Pe3sume

JpyimTBeHe NMpoMeHe Kao H3pasHTH (peHOMEH CaBPEMEHOCTH pa3MaTpajy
ce ca craHoBHIITa eTHOoNOrHje. Ilocne cakeror ykasHBama Ha pe3yiTare 10
KOjHX je eTHOJIOIIKA Hayka JonUla Y NpoyYaBamy APVIUTBEHUX MPOMEHA Y
Hac y IIEpHOAY MNOCje APYTOr CBETCKOT paTa, YHHH ce KpahH morien y npo-
uurocT M ykasyje Ha XIX Bek M 3aueTke NMPOMEHa Yy TPaIMIMjCKHM BpEIHO-
CTHMa HapojHe KV/IType, Ha Koje je namekocexHo ymosopuo Byk Kapaimh.
HapaBHo na cy ce y OBHM BpeMeHHMa IpOMeHe OfiBHjale CIIOpO, IO YCIOBH-
Ma HeJJOBOJBHO pa3BHjeHe HHAYCTPHjCKE H arpapHe CpeauHe.

Jpyrn cCBETCKM paT O3HaYHO je NMpeKPeTHHIY ABEjy CYIUTHHCKH H caip-
JKajHO pa3IMUYMTHX APYINTBEHHX enoxa. [IpoMeHe Koje cy ce AelaBaine y Ipo-
LIUIOCTH YV NaTpHjapXajlHOj CEeOoCKOj CPeNMHH HM H3[ajleKa He MOry ce Iope-
OWUTH ca JaHalIbHM, HH MO CBOjOj jauHHM, HH IO CBOjOj CBEOGYXBaTHOCTH.

On dakropa KOjH Cy AeOBaM Ha Hpolece APYLITBEHHX IPOMeHa Iocie
HIPYTOT CBETCKOr paTra, HCTHYE Ce Ha NPBOM MECTY CHaXKaH MHAYCTPHjCKH
Pa3sBHTaK, a ca BHHM M yp6GaHusanuja. Ykasyje ce u Ha 3Hauaj reorpadpcke
CpelMHe Koja je ca Mpe)KOM HOBHX ITyTeBa M caobpaliajeM npuGmbKHIa CEO-
CKO CTAaHOBHHIITBO CaBpeMEHHM TOKOBHMa >XMBOTAa. IIpOCTOpHO-rpaBHTALlMOHH
H GYHKIHOHAIHH OfHOC H3Meby rpanoBa H cella Ceé Pa3BHO Y BEJMKOj MEpH.

CBH o0BH GaKTOpH CVIUTHHCKH CY VTHLAIH H NPOMEHHWIH WIH
TpaHCHOPMHCATH TPajuLHjcKe KYITYpPHE M COLHjaJIHeE BPEegHOCTH celna.
CBakako Aa OBH MpOLIECH He MAY HHM NPABOJHMHHJCKHM HH CHHXpoHO. OTyma
3a nocjiemMIly MMaMO pa3MYMTE THIIOBE H KaTeropHvje mMpoMeHa TPaJHIMHjCKHX
BPEHOCTH. AKyITypalija Kao MPOH3BOJA, KYJITYPHOT KOHTaKTa je BeoMa H3pa-
JKeHa, a npoGiieM KOHTHHyHTeTa ce He Moxe nopehu. To morBpbyjy © KOH-
KPEeTHH NpHMEpPH Y HauHMHy NpHBpebHBalba, M paja, CTaHOBaky, OIEBAMLY,
MCXpaHH, NOPOJHYHOM >KHBOTY, oOpennMa H BepoBamHMa H donxiopy.

HJamu pa3BHTak ypGaHOT H MHAYCTPHjCKOT JPYIITBA Ha padyyH arpapHOr
U PpYpPaJIHOT, Y KOME TEXHOJIOLIKH IpOLIECH AOBOAE MO M3jefHayaBamka KaKo
Y MaTepHjaJIHOM TaKO H AYXOBHOM XXUBOTY, OTBapajy pa3iHUHTe NEpCIieKTHBE.
Hexu cmatpajy ma he ce 3Gor Tora ApyIITBO KpeTaTd y mpasuy ,VHHBep3a-
m3Ma” H MebycoOHe jemHaKOCTH JbYAM, MOK ApYrH, Aa hie ocehame jemHako-
cTH Meby jbymuMa cinaGuTH, a Ja he jayaTH TeHpeHuHja MeBycoGHor pas3mm-
KOBama.
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