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IN MEMORIAM

Avrex N. DracnicH (1912-2009)

by Miroslav Sviréevi¢

Alex N. Dragnich was born 22 Febru-
ary 1912 on his parents’ homestead out-
side Republic, Washington, a small town
based on mining and logging industries.
Born into a family of Serbian immigrants
from Old Herzegovina (village of Mora-
kovo near Niksi¢, present-day Montene-
gro), young Dragnich did not begin his
education until he was nine, after a tru-
ant officer showed up at his family cabin
in the mountains and explained to his
father that education was obligatory in
USA. Although he initially did not know
a word of English and despite interrup-
tions to his education caused by the dif-
ficult times during the Great Depression,
Dragnich graduated from the University
of Washington in 1938, completed work
on his Ph.D. thesis in 1942 and eventual-
ly received the degree in political sciences
from the University of California, Berke-
ley, in 1945. After the war, he taught at
Western Reserve University in Cleveland
(1945—47). He joined Vanderbilt Univer-
sity in 1950, where he stayed until retire-
ment in 1978, having served as Chairman
of the Department of Political Sciences in
1964—69, and having received the Thomas
Jefferson Award for “distinguished service
to Vanderbilt” in 1970. Dragnich also
held the Chester W. Nimitz Chair at the
Naval War College (1959—-60) in New-
port, was a research fellow at the Hoover
Institution on War, Revolution and Peace
at Stanford University, California (1978-
81), and taught at Washington Univer-
sity and Lee University (1982). During
the 1960s he served as President of the
Southern Political Science Association
and Vice-President of the American Po-
litical Science Association. After retire-

ment in 1978 Dragnich became Professor
Emeritus of Vanderbilt University.

During the Second World War Drag-
nich served as a foreign affairs analyst for
the Department of Justice and the Office
of Strategic Services (OSS — a predeces-
sor of the CIA). From 1947 to 1950 he
joined the US Foreign Service and served
as Public Affair Officer at the US Embas-
sy in Belgrade. It was during his service
in communist Yugoslavia that Dragnich
first found out about the Tito-Stalin split
of 1948.

Alex N. Dragnich wrote several out-
standing books, including his best-known
textbook Major European Governments
(1961), which is still in use worldwide.
A very important book, 7%z’ Promised
Land: Yugoslavia (1954), which harshly
criticized the Yugoslav communist system,
was published after he ended his service
in Belgrade. The appearance of this book
was met with a sharp reaction from the
Yugoslav communist government, which
declared him persona non grata. His next
important book was International Com-
munism in Yugoslavia. The Myth of “Tito-
ism”(1958).1t complemented the previous
one and further denounced Tito’s version
of a communist regime. The book entitled
Nikola Pasic, Serbia and Yugoslavia (197 4)
is especially important for Serbian histo-
riography, because it was, and still is, the
first complete biography of Nikola Pasi¢
in English. The book entitled Development
of Parliamentary Government in Serbia
in the 19th Century (1978) discusses the
beginnings of the parliamentary system
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in nineteenth-century Serbia. His other
books are devoted to the political history
of the Yugoslav state: from the creation
of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and
Slovenes/Yugoslavia in 1918 and its col-
lapse in 1941 to its postwar restoration on
a communist basis and its disintegration
in 1991. These books include explanation
of the Serbo-Croatian relations in Yugo-
slavia and especially Serbo-Albanian rela-
tions in Kosovo and Metohija. Dragnich’s
retirement from academia did not mean
retirement from scholarly work and re-
search. He published several books, such
as The First Yugoslavia. Search for a Viable
Political System (1983), Saga of Kosovo
(1984), Serbs and Croats. The Struggle in
Yugoslavia (1992), Serbia’s Historical Heri-
tage (1994), Yugoslavia’s Disintegration
and the Struggle for Truth (1995), Serbia
and Yugoslavia (1998). The last book Alex
Dragnich wrote, Serbia through the Ages
(2004), is devoted to the history of Ser-
bia. This outstanding work symbolically
rounds off the impressive scholarly oeuvre

of Alex Dragnich.

Alex N. Dragnich was a founding
member and first president of the Society
for Serbian Studies, dedicated to promot-
ing and enhancing knowledge of Serbian
culture and society throughout the North
American continent, and to fostering and
supporting scholarly research in a variety
of fields. The Society publishes the jour-
nal Serbian Studies, where Serbian schol-
ars and writers from the Serbian diaspora,
and authors from Serbia and other Serb-
populated lands occupy a special place.

Dragnich was a foreign member of
the Serbian Academy of Sciences and
Arts from 1997, member of the Privy
Council of the Royal Family of Serbia,
and recipient of the Grand Cross of the
Order of White Eagle conferred by the
Crown. In 2002 he was awarded a spe-
cial medal by the Yugoslav post-Milosevi¢
and democratic government for merit in
improving the image of Serbs and Serbia
in the United Sates.

Alex N. Dragnich passed away in
2009 in Bowie, Maryland, at age of nine-
ty-seven.

ALEKSANDAR JOVANOVIC (1947—2009)
PER ASPERA AD ASTRA

by Vladimir P. Petrovi¢ and Sanja Pilipovi¢*

Aleksandar Jovanovi¢ was born in
1947 in Belgrade. Having graduated
from the University of Belgrade in 1970,
he left for Nis to join the local museum.
Five years later, he returned to his native
town to embark upon a university career
as a teaching assistant at the School of
Philosophy. He received his MA degree
in 1976, and in 1982 defended his doc-
toral thesis devoted to the Roman-period
burial practices in the territory of Yugo-
slavia. He climbed the university ladder
to full professorship at the departments
of Classical Studies and of Archacology
of the Belgrade University School of Phi-

losophy, and he also taught at the School
of Philosophy of Novi Sad University.
The bibliography of Aleksandar Jova-
novi¢ includes numerous studies, contri-
butions and monographs. The important
monographic volumes such as Jewellery in
Roman Dardania (1978), Forms of Burial
in the Territory of Yugoslavia at the Time of
the Roman Empire (1984) and two bilin-
gual, Serbian and English, books Serbia
— Homeland of Roman Emperors (2006)
and Essays on Antique Cults and Iconogra-
phy (2007) reflect just some aspects of his
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