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Abstract. Since a separate Indo-European feature of the Albanian lan-
guage has been discovered in the mid-19th century, reliable and gener-
ally accepted criteria for determining its ethno-liguistic connections
were largely exhausted. Due to the comparatively late appearance of
the Albanian language on the historical scene, on the one hand, and the
absence of literary testaments of old-Balkan langauages on the other,
the dispute on the origin of the Albanian language has been conducted
for two centuries, with relatively moderate results. This paper attempts
to view the question of Albanian ethno-linguistic ties in the light of
new conclusions that have emerged in the comparative grammar of
Indo-European languages.

The fact that Albanian is spoken in territories inhabited in the
past by Illyrian tribes has incited pioneers in Albanology to view it as a
successor of the Illyrian language [J. Thunmann, Unfersuchungen iiber
die Geschichte der bstlichen europdischen Vilker, Leipzig, 1774]. Be-
sides a similarity in the tribal names of the ancient and contemporary
inhabitants of that part of the Balkans, the Illyrian *AABavotl - the Alba-
nian arbén/arbér (with a void of eight centuries between them), lin-
guists have before them meager data which has itself been a subject of
dispute and insufficient for any reliable judgment on the Illyrian lan-
guage.! An indisputable fact, nevertheless, is that the Albanian lan-

! Congruity between the names of lllyrian tribes Aeipdton - Dalmatae and Alb.
del(m)e ,sheep®, the ancient names of Ulcinj and Kotor, ObAxiviov - Olcinium,
‘Pilov - Rhizon, with the Alb. name for ,,wolf* uyk/ulk and the verb ,,flow* rjedhé
[Cabej 1976: 26] are based only on external similarities. One of three certain
Illyrian words such as pivov from Homer’s Scholia (Ot A&yovoiv *IAAvprode pivov
AEyeLy TNV AxA0G ,, They say pivov means darkness to the 1llyrians), which N.Jokl
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guage in late antiquity met with considerable Latin influence, border-
ing with a region whence the Romanian language descended, but the
territory cannot be reliably established due to large migrations which
altered the ethnic map of the Balkans in early medieval times. Thus
Walter Porcig [1964:222-223] argues that the Albanian language can-
not be examined as a direct representative of the Illyrian group, but
must be compared with the other languages, including the Illyrian, as
an independent tongue. In other words, the Albanian language emerged
in consequence of inter-linguistic diffusions among the indigenous and
Romanized Balkan populations, as inferred by Agnia Desnitskaya, re-
sulting in an amalgamation of the old and new with the Latin lexicon as
a substrate element of the new language of the new inhabitants
[Hecruiikaa 1987: 125].

A more detailed investigation of the linguistic facts produced an
opposite view, that the Albanian language might be of Thracian rather
than Illyrian origin, as assumed by Herman Hirt at the close of the
previous century [Festschrist fiir H. Kiepert, Berlin 1898]. Guttural re-
flexes put the Albanian as a member of the satem languages, and there
are reliable examples of Satemic reflexes in the Thracian and Phrygian
to be found among old Balkan languages,” which cannot be said for
certain regarding the Illyrian language.®* Gustaw Weigand [Balkan-

was the first to link with the Alb. re(n) ,.cloud” [Heposuax 1978: 163], and then
Cabej linked it to the Alb. errér,,darkness” (1976: 27), could also be connected to
the Old Balkan (Old Macedonian) name for the Crna River, the western tributary
stream of the Vardar River - ’Eptywv, whose closest areal parallels, according to V.
Georgiev [1958: 133] are in the Greek and Armenian terms for darkness - €peBog
and evening - erek, which was, however, subsequently relativized by the discovery
that they are IE archaisms confirmed in the Tocharian A orkdm ,,darkness®, Old Ind.
rajany,night* and Goth. rigis ,,darkness* [Cemepensu: 78; Jxkayksan 19821 49].

2 Phryg. {éueAev ,,man®, i.e. countryman, with the same motivation as the Lith.
Zmdnes ,,people”, derived from Zemeé, the Lat. homo from humus, and the Gothic
guma ,,man* [Xaac 1980: 390], and the Thracian divinity from the Illiad Zepéin :
Lith. Zemelé ,mother earth®, < *d"e-g"om, Phryg. {éAxia ,,vegetables, Thrac.
Lerdg ,,wine* (Old Slavonic zeak, zaaxs, Bulgarian zeaxu - Gr. yAwpoc, ,,spinach,
grass*, Hittite Aalkis ,,cereal” <*g"olko-), Phryg. oixkivig ,,war game satire* (Lith.
$6kti ,,play, jump®, Gr. knKiet ,,be merry, roguish®) Phryg. &levov ,,chin, double
chin“ (Greek yévug, Arm. cnawt, Lat. gena ,.cheek®), Phryg. Levpav ,source” (Gr.
XEVHO ,current, stream®, Arm. zoy/,,pour out”) [[Ilupokos 1981: 10-11].

3 Apart from some scholars such as M. Budimir (1965: 8), who found among
the scanty Illyrian glosses an occasional form with palatalization, such as, for
instance, ZdykAn, a city in Sicilia, comparable with the Lith. gink/a ,sickle”,



Two Types of Ancient Indo-European Isoglosses in the Aalbanian Language 323

Archiv 3/1927] made his hypothesis of a common Albano-Romanian
origin on the basis of the abovementioned Albano-Romanian linguistic
ties and, in particular, their common cattle terminology, and the fact
that the Albanian language has no autochthonous marine terminology.
Advocates of the Thracian hypothesis (e.g. W.Tomaschek, M.Vasmer,
J.Pokorny, X.Bari¢, H.Krahe) have endeavored to find traces of Alba-
nian phonetic changes in ancient toponyms in the interior of the Penin-
sula, outlined by the borders of ancient Dardania and Paeonia (Nis$-
Stip-Ohrid), [Bari¢ 1959:30-31]. The cited material is nevertheless quite
debatable and only Stp would reflect all elements of Albanian pho-
netic change (from “"Actifog with the typical Albanian omission of the
initial a-, as in the Albanian latinism mik ‘friend’ < amicus together
with the lenity as in some early Albanian Slavisms: Pushtericé < Buictpuua
[Loma 1991: 282-300].

Considerable popularity among scholars who considered the Al-
banian as a descendent of the Illyrian language,® was a tripartite con-
cept by Holger Pedersen, according to which the Albanian language
has reflexes of all three orders of gutturals so is therefore neither centum
nor satem (,,Die Gutturale im Albanesischen,,, KZ 36/1900). Pedersen
based his assumption on about a dozen examples that should contain
traces of old labiovelars, which, in his opinion, gave different reflexes
than ordinary velars (became palatalized positionally into ¢, g/ [K.£]).
However, in 1907, Eduard Hermann showed that Albanian mediopalates
g, g occurred much later, so there was no difference in the reflexes of
labiovelars and common velars [E. Hermann, Uber das Rekonstruieren,
KZ 41], while Eqrem Cabej negated most of Pedersen’s samples, argu-
ing that Albanian palatal reflexes were only ¢4, df4], and labiovelars
only s, z [Cabej 1986": 82-85; Orkynmukos 1989? :44]. This hypoth-
esis was never conventionally accepted in scientific comparative lit-
erature, as that would make the Albanian language unique, having all
three orders of gutturals, which, according to the current very convinc-
ing twopartite interpretation, did not exist simultaneously even in the
ancestral language, thus only velars and palatals can be reconstructed

nomen instrumenti linked with the Old Slavic xaTu - therefore, with a typically
Alb. reflex of the voiced labiovelar (g% en-), such as the Alb. zjarr,.fire* according
to the Old Slavonic xapm (*g"Ter-).

4 Mecunukas 1966: 12-13; Olberg 1976; Heposnak 1982: 142; Pycakos 1987: 173;

Demiraj 1989; 38-48.
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in satem languages, and only velars and labiovelars in centum lan-
guages. With regard to that, the most important thing is that there is no
trace of labialization in the Albanian language, according to Oleg
Shirokov [1981:10], and that ,partial or ,,inconsistent satem‘ instances
such as the Albanian ko/é Old Slavonic vacw, quaj (dial. kluony) ,,call*:
Old Slavonic ¢awmmatu (cf. Prussian kisman time*, lit. klausyti | lis-
ten”) do not separate the Albanian from other satem languages.

On the other hand, ancient scholars put old Dardania and Paconia
as part of the Illyrian country. Illyrian lands, according to Herodotus,
extended north of present-day Macedonia, including the sources of the
Ibar and Juzna Morava rivers [Papazoglu 1969:167]. Though only one
term remains from the Paeonian language - pévomog ,,wild bull, au-
rochs* which tells us nothing about that langauge [Kddderitzsch
1985:23], today we know that ,Illyrian* and ,,Thracian* were predomi-
nantly ethnopolitical notions, inclusive of other ethno-linguistic strata,
particularly in the central Balkans. As far as Paeonia is concerned, it
could also be excluded from the assumed Albanian native land be-
cause it fell to Macedonian rule in the third century B.C., bearing strong
Hellenic influence since, which reflected on the subsequent Roman
division of the Balkan provinces, under which Paconia remained part
of Macedonia. The Albanian language, however, shows no signs of
Hellenization, but of Romanization.

The Dardanian hypothesis has been most widely accepted today,
as it encompasses the followers of both the Illyrian and Thracian origin
of Albanians. The Dardanian-Iilyrian origin of Albanians formulated
by Norbert Jokl in the 1930s is accepted by many contemporary schol-
ars [Hamp 1966: 106; Kodderitzsch 1988: 113; Loma 1991: 283-284;
Gindin 1992]. The traditional opinion that Dardanians were of Illyrian
origin is based on express claims of ancient scholars, above all Strabo
and Apian. Though only the names of three plants have been preserved
from the Dardanian language, abundant onomastic material (primarily
Dardanian names dating from Roman times in present-day Kosovo and
Metohija) have an overall Illyrian character. Contrary to this, positive
Thracian onomastic traces are to be encountered in eastern Dardania
(e.g. Beclavo , with the Thracian ethnicon Becool recognizable in the
basis, and Aapddnapo with a Thracian name for a settlement in an-
other part). The presence of Thracian elements has been ascribed to the
political expansion of Dardania to the Juzna Morava and Nisava rivers
in the third century B.C. [Papazoglu 1969: 161-195].
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On the other hand, advocates of the Thracian hypothesis saw
potential Albanian ancestors in the Thracian stratum in Dardania. In
keeping with a comparatively recent view of this Thracian stratum as
an ethno-linguistically separate Daco-Mysian region, which included
Dardania, V.Georgiev in assumed a joint Daco-Mysian heritage of Al-
banians and Romanians in 1960. His main argument was that the sub-
strate lexicon of the Romanian language (the Daco-Mysian heritage)
has parallels in the Albanian language almost entirely, while the com-
mon Romanian-Albanian lexicon of Latin origin is distinctly different
in its geo-linguistic and ethno-social features from the western Balkan
Dalmatian language. On the basis of all this, Georgiev inferred an af-
finity between the relationship of the Albanian language to the Daco-
Mysian on the one hand, and the Romanian language to the Latin, on
the other. Contrary to Jokl, who considered Albanian an amalgamated
language of central Balkan origin, with predominantly Illyrian features,
Georgiev saw it as a basically Daco-Mysian language with specific
Illyrian components [Georgiev 1960: 19]. Georgiev’s hypothesis, how-
ever, is relativized by the fact that the ethno-linguistic distinction be-
tween Dacian and Thracian is also a hypothesis, and that traces of the
Dacian language comprise only about a dozen plants and several
anthroponyms and toponyms. Still, Georgiev’s hypothesis, though set
out in the early sixties, has not been seriously contested, but rather
approved of, as the text will show later on.

In the light of new knowledge about the Balkans as a meeting-
place of northern and southern groups of Indo-Europeans [Gamkrelidze,
Ivanov 1984:956], the old question of areal relations in the Albanian
language, between west and east, within which scholars decided in
favor of or against linking satem Albanian with an apparently centum
language such as the Illyrian, has in the past few decades developed
into a no less exclusive interpretation of the Albanian language either
as a member of the northern group of Indo-European languages, or as
a member of the southern Indo-European group.

The idea of ancient ties between the Albanian language and the
southern Indo-European branch, comprising Greek, Phrygian, Arme-
nian and Aryan languages, is a modified version of the Thracian hy-
pothesis dating from H. Pedersen and V. Pisani,’ and was in this form

3 Pedersen, N., A/banesisch und Armenisch, KZ 36, 1900; Pisani, V., Saggi di
linguistica storica Scritti scelti L’albanais et les autres langues indo-européennes,
96-114), Torino 1959; Bapuh X., Hcinopuja apbanawkoz jesuxa, Sarajevo 1959, 19-
28.
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included in the dialectic classification of Indo-European languages by
T. V. Gamkrelidze and V. V. Ivanov [1984: 911]. However, meagerly
corroborated, with only three structural morphological traits and a few
isoglosses, their assumption was persuasively criticized by Agnia
Desnitskaya. The first of these traits, Pedersen’s and Pisani’s old idea
of a possible link between the Albanian supplctive aorist Aéngra , I ate*
from Aa ,I’m eating® with an augment prosthetic appliance that is a
structural feature of past times in Greek, Armenian and Aryan, was
refuted by Vladimir Orel (1985), who argued that the initial A4é- was
not an augmentative prosthesis such as the Greek €-oyov ,he eats”
(according to the infinitive @oyelv), but the root of the main verb pre-
served in the older northern Albanian form Aa-ngra. The second trait is
an old idea of G. Meyer, linking the Albanian plural suffix genitive-
dative -ve (njerézve ,,of people/to people”, vajzave ,,of girls/to girls®)
with the Old Indian suffix —bAyaf the well-known dative-instrumental
formant *-b"/y/os characteristic of Indo-Iranian, Armenian Greek, Italic
and Celtic (Lat. -bus), though H.Pedersen solved the origin of this Al-
banian suffix at the end of the last century, indicating that -b- (from *-b"-)
would not have survived under the laws of Albanian historical phonet-
ics because of the well-known omission of intervocal media in proto-
Albanian. Based on Pederswn’s conclusion that the final -e in Albanian
derives from the old dative-ablative —om (from *-0-mos with the omis-
sion of the final consonant as in proto-Slavonic) and the expanded
anti-hiatus formant -v-, Desnitskaya saw this as confirmation of the
exclusive northern European dative-instrumental formant *-mos also
in Albanian, i.e. another significant structural connection of the Alba-
nian and Balto-Slavic and Germanic languages, i.e. with the northern
European branch. [Hdecuuukas 1989:106-113; Desnickaja 1993: 497-
502.]

Before this, the southern Phrygian-Armenian hypothesis suffered
harsh criticism by O. Shirokov, who convincingly proved, with a sup-
ply of abundant material, the primarily northern European dialectic char-
acter of the Albanian language.® Some of these isoglosses, such as for

¢ As the following examples testify: Alb. balté= Proto-Slavic *bolto, Alb. daité
= Proto-Slavic *dolbto, Alb. murgash,,dark, tawny* = Lith. mdrgas, Russ. /¢ mypou,
Alb. djalé ,son; child“ = Latvian dels,,son* with the same motivation as the Latin
filius,son* from felare ,;nurse*, root *k(eJr-w- which only in Albanian and Balto-
Slavic means ,horned beasts*, Alb. gjed/ - Old Slav. rosaae wiht the unique dental
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instance the loss of the old name for ,horsc* from the root *ekwos in
the Albanian and northern European, are by their broad significance
equal to the structural ties of the Albanian language with this branch,
such as, for instance, the mixed reflexes of *o/*a2 in Germanic, Balto-
Slavic and Albanian, and concurring reflexes of short vocals *, *] in
Albanian and Balto-Slavic, for example, * > ri: Albanian krimb ,,worm*
on the Lith. &/rmis, Old Ind. kimih, and Old Slavonic upnew; Albanian
drité | light, Welsh drych ,,appearance; mirror*, Old Indian drs - ,,ap-
pearance, Greek Spaxelv ,look* < *drk-ti [Huld: 169] (contrary to
most Indo-European languages, whose reflexes of vocal sonants are of
a closed timbre, the Albanian language here unites with the Balto-Slavic
and Celtic the common high vocal of front order).

On the other hand, E.Cabej argued in a separate investigation
[Cabej, 1987], that the Albanian has separate lexical links with the Celtic
languages. Though Cabej merely registered these ties, the examples,
confirmed as a rule in old Balkan and the southern group of languages,’
might lead to the conclusion of the existence of a southern branch of the
northern European arca, created by the migration of some Indoeuropeans
to central Europe and the Mediterrancan. This caused a separation of

expansion from the root *g"ou-, Alb. /ag,,damp* - Old Slav. gaara, Alb. /v/eshké
Hkidney” - Old Slav. nere ,bowels”, Alb. dhémb - Old Slav. zxsw from the root
*semb- , bite, tear”, Alb. vetu//- Old Slav. gesaa, Alb. bredh ,,wander® - Old Slav.
speax, Alb. ret,lose” = Old Slav. Tpapra, Alb. kofé, time™ - Old Slav. uacw Alb. za//
»coast* — Proto Slavic *jalous etc. [[Iecanukas 1965: Inpokos 1981; Hepo3nak 1983;
Cabej 1987].

7 Such as the Albanian-Celtic-Armenian names for ,,alder-tree” (Alb. verr,
Brythonic grwern, French ver/g/nne from the root *werna- confirmed in the Arm.
geran ,log, trunk® [Cabej 1987: 374-375; lxkavksan 1982 1: 38]; Alb. mal,,moun-
tain, hill” (confirmed in the earlier name of the Roman province Dacia Maluensis
- Dacia Ripensis) with parallels in the Latvian mala ,,coast” and the Old Ir. mel//
LWhill) mala, brow® [Shirokov 1981: 201; Alb. mat , river bank or sea coast* (found
in the name of the northern Albanian Mat/ River) with parallels in the Old Ir. mnath
sand“ [Cabej 1987: 3781, Alb. ném ,,curse” cf. Alb. Malet e Nemuna - the Prokletije
mountains, the ,,cursed mountains*, with parallels in Old Ir. namae ,,enemy®, and
in Gr. vépeotg ,,just wrath, divine vengeance®, as in Greek vepw ,,grazing cattle®;
Alb. giu/glu  knee®, Old Ir. gliin ,knee, generation, descendants® [[Ilirpokos 1981:
17, Cabej 1987: 375], the Albano-Celtic variant of Indo-European names for ,,knee*
and ,.gender* *genu-; Alb. dhe ,earth® (confirmed in related Paleo- Balkan forms
such as the pre-Greek An-piytnp ,,mother earth, Old Macedonian Make -8cv, Dac.
Zuyyi-dawv, Old Ir. di,.earth”, dun ,fortress, trench® with a likely metathesis of the
root *d"e)-g"om >*g"dom > *dom, the inter-stage of which is represented by the Gr.
x3av [Tiagnn 1981: 71-76].
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the Germanic-Balto-Slavic dialectic group, which is chronologically
encompassed by the northern Indoeuropean name for the ,,rye” (En-
glish rye, Lithuanian rugys, Old Slav. pwaxs), a cereal cultivated in East-
ern Europe since the first millennium B.C. [Gamkrelidze, Ivanov
1984:659]. Contrary to the Germanic and Balto-Slavic branch, the south-
ern branch of Old European languages has common traits with the lan-
guages of the southern arca, such as keeping the old name for «bear»,
from the root *Hytk-, or the extremely conscrvative preservation of the
diphthong in Illyrian, Greck and Celtic, to which M. Budimir drew
attention [1953,1965], in regard with the Illyrian and Gaelic form of
the Old European lexeme tevta ,,people” (as opposed to its secondary
reflexes in the Italic, Germanic and Baltic).?

Despite the fact that the thesis of ancient links between the Alba-
nian language and the southern Indoeuropean area is corroborated in
Ivanov’s and Gamkrelidze’s study with only one certain common fea-
ture, the negation *me, and a comparatively small number of exclusive
Albano-Greek-Armenian isoglosses, a more exhaustive analysis of the
material in their work has in fact revealed several other common traits
between the Albanian language and the southern group.

1) The negative word *meé which expresses a prohibition in Aryan,
Greek, Armenian, Phrygian and Albanian (Old Indian ma, Greek pn,
Armenian mi, Phrygian pe, Albanian mos - to which *ne corresponds in
other IE languages).

2) The dental reflexes of mediopalatals in Albanian and western
Iranian languages, as opposed to the spirant reflexes of these conso-
nants in other satem languages, c¢.g. the Albanian dhéndér ,,son/brother-
in-law*; Modern Persian ddmad, Beluchi zamat; Avestan zamatar, Old
Indian jamatar ,,son/brother-in-law* (jiiati ,,cousin®); Lit. Zéntas; Old
Slav. zaTs - Greek yvwtog ,,cousin; Lat. gener ,,son/brother-in-law <
*sen-t- (evolutive parallelism explained as a consequence of a greater
occlusion of consonants in the western group of Iranian languages
[Dnenoman 1984: 22]. These reflexes are in the areal context also paral-
tel to the positional dental palatalization of labiovelars in Greek (Gr.
TG, 1oV ,,who,where® - Lat. quis, quod, Old Ind. crt, kdh, ,,what, who*,
Alb. si, kush ,how, who*, Old Slav. usTe, wwTO < *k“is, *k“0-).

8 Thus 7eutana, the old name of Piza, ,,founded by some Pelazgi®, according to
Katon, must be Illyrian, because the root in Oscko-Umbrian is foufo, and, like the
Lith. tautd, is characterized by a vocalism of the closed timbre [Budimir 1965: 5-7].
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3) The loss of syllabic nasals as Albanian-Greek-Aryan isophones:
Old Ind. matih” ,thought”, Gr. o016~ yarog ,,automatic”, Alb. mat , mea-
suring, thinking® - Lat. mens (genitive mentis) ,;sense”, Got. ga-munds
,memory*, Lit. mintis ,thought“, Old Slav. na-maTs < *mnptis
[Kanyxkckada, Oper: 19]. In this, as in the previous case, this was not
necessarily a common development due to contact among these lan-
guages, but common developmental trends conditioned by common
linguistic strata.

4) Closing the articulation of sonants *y-, *w- in the initial
prevocal position is a common trait of Albanian, Greek, and Armenian
(with the transition of *y- > z-/3-: Greek {vyov, Albanian zgjedhé-,
Latin sugum, Old. Slav. wre; Arm.jur ,,water - Latvian jiira ,,sea”), Celtic
and sometimes Old Iranian (with the transition of *w-> g-/Jgw-: Arm.
gelmn ,wool“, Welsh gwelr ,,grass” , Old Ir. gelid ,,graze” - Hittite
wellu- ,graze®, Gothic wulla ,,wool“, Old Slav. Bawna). Though it is
known that the transition j- > z / Zh / dZ 1is a typological phonetic
change known to many languages of the world (Lat. 7ugum - It. giogo,
Turk. jol ,,road - Kirghizian dxcoa [B. A. Cepebpennukos, BS 5/1958],
the areal context indicates that this is an isophone,’ confirmed by the
veralization of the old spirant in the same position, again in the Alba-
nian, Greek, Armenican, Iranian and Brythonic group of Celtic lan-
guages, with the most specific reflex precisly in the Albanian gj- (g/umé
,dream*, Greek Ymvog - Lat. somnus, Old Ind. svapnah), or dissimila-
tively th- (7 thaté ,dry*, Gr. abog, Avestan Aisku, Welsh Aesp- Old Ir.
sesc, Lit. sausas, Old Ind. ¢dsa), while undergoing a transition in the
intervocal position together with the Iranian languages, from *-s- > -A-
(kohé ,time* - Old Slav. wacw, Old Persian ahy ,,your are* - Old Ind.
asn.'?

? As earlier assumed by scholars who linked the Greek reflex {- < *a- with the
Thracian language (Smieszek, A., Un nouvel essai d’expliquer le {- grec de I’i.e. *i-,
Simbolae in honorem 1. Rozwadowski, I, Cracovie 1927; A.J. van Windekens,
Once again on Greek Initial Zeta JIES 7/1979; M. Leroy, Sur Je double trartement
de *y- initial en grec Mélanges ...a P. Chantraiene) [lepuentepr 1981: 117].

10 This positional velarization of enunciation can be linked with the well-
known ,,pseudolaryngeal”, i.e. insufficiently phonematized /h-/ linked with the
initial prevocal position precisely in the mentioned languages [['epuentepr 1979:
14-15; Polomé 1980: 27].
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5) The previous example can also bring into conncction the joint
Albano-Phrygian simplification of the initial group *sw > w- as in the
reflexive-possessive pronoun *s(e)wos: Alb. veté, Phryg. (e)Fe - Gr.
&(F)og, Old Ind. s(u)vih’, Lat. suus, Prussian swais, Old Slav. cgon, found
in the first part of the kinsfolk noun *swek(u)ros; Alb. vjehér, Phryg.
Fexpog - Gr. gxvpog, Old Ind. ¢vacurali, Lat. socer, Lith. $ésuras, Old.
Slav. cgexpmi.

The list of reliable Albano-Greek-Armenian isoglosses includes
the following examples:

a) Greek dvetpog ,,dream®, Arm. anuj, Alb. éndér (Huld: 63) (Alb.
group -nd- is of secondary origin {Cabej 1987: 62]; Gr. nuépa (Auap)
»day“, Arm. awr, Alb. zémér ,afternoon; light meal” (zémérij ,,have a
light meal” - Alb. form indicates the sonantic prothesis *y-amar, with
the same development as in the Alb. zgjedhé < *yugom [Cabej 1986%
zEmérl,

b) The Albano-Greek-Armenian parallelism of the root *dhal-,
meaning ,,tearing, piercing®, can be added to this, deriving from the
Alb. dal ,,emerging, springing, originating®“, Gr. 3aAio ,.flourishing,
blooming*“ and Arm. dal ,grass, remedy*; and while in other
Indoeuropean languages this root with the vocalization *d"el-/*dhol-/
*dh]-g" means ,boring, drilling* (Old Indian daliyati, Lat. dolo, Old
English delfan), a valc : nd hollow (Old High German fa/ Old Slavonic
Aoas), length and destination (Proto-Slavic *dslgs, *delina), the mean-
ing of moving upward and a green sprout is common for all three lan-
guages, to the abstract Armenian noun da/ukn ,jaundice” and thc name
for ,,mint, peppermint daljn, the same as the Dacian word teudiia,
which refers to the same plant [[Ixxaykan 1982: 113; Cabej 1986 dal,
Feposnak 1978: 21];

20. c) Some unique Albano-Greek innovations: Gr. hom d3un
»odor, Alb. amé , smell* - contrary to the Latin odor which derives
from the root *od- ,,smell“ but with different suffixes (-ma/-os); Gr.
Eévocg ,stranger, Alb. Auaj < *ghsen-; Gr. 86pnov ,,supper”, Alb. darké/
dreké ,dinner/lunch® [Porcig: 262-265]; Albano-Greek heteroclytic root
with the vibrant *mHi-, from the term for «hand» as a symbol of social
and family power *mHn- (Het. maniyahh- ,rule”, Lat. manus ,hand*),
signifies the evolution of the unique Balto-Slavic name for hand *ronka,
because the Alb. verb marr (< *marné) ,,take* relates to the Homeric
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Greek pdpn (= xeip ,.hand“) just as the Lithuanian verb riikt/ (renki)
»gather” relates to the solitary Slavic pxka [Jlecunukas 1965:36].

This comparatively small number of exclusive Albano-Greek-
Armeninian isoglosses may be enlarged with Aryan-Greek-Armenian
ties of which the Albanian language is a part.

Old Indian ajd/ajika ,she-goat®, Old Persian azak, Greek oi§,
Arm. ayc with parallels in the Baltic: Lith. oZys ,,goat”, oZka ,she-
goat”, Prussian wosee, also Alb. dhr ,;she-goat* - dialectic name for
she-goat in this group of languages from the root *a(i)g-a (while the
Albanian name for ,kid*“ kec/kedh is a northern European lexeme with
parallels in the Slavic and Germanic root *koga; Old Slavonic keza, Old
English hécen), [Tamkpemuaze, MBanos 1984: 585-589].

Old Indian (Ved.) nd (genitive naras) ,man®, Greek d&vnp (gen.
avdpog), Arm. ayr (gen. arfn) and Alb njeri ,,man* < *ner- - term for
man derived only in this group of languages from the meaning for ,lifc
force* and ,,virility” (Gr. Rvopén ,,virility”, Lat. nerigsus ,,strong®, Proto-
Slavic *norve ,disposition” [Famkpemaze, Usanos 1984: 190, 802;
Tonopos 1976: 46-47].

The root *pelios in Aryan, Greek and Armenian is a sign of ,,gray
hairs*: Old Indian palitd-, Gr. mohog, Arm. alik‘ dfv(plural), and old
age generally in Albanian: Alb. p/ak ,,0ld man®, while denoting ,,pale-
ness® in other languages (Lat. pallidus ,pale”, Old Eng. fealu, Lith.
palvas pale yellow*, Old Slavonic naagn ,,golden yellow* [Porcig: 231,
35, 301].

Innovations in names for milk and dairy products mainly char-
acteristic for Indo-Iranian, developing due to intensive growth of cattle-
breeding in this dialectal group [lamrpemse, UBanos 1984:570]: Old
Ind. (Ved.) &sirdm ,milk", Avestan xsvid- (Per. sir) - with parallels in
Lith. sviestas ,butter”, Alb. hurré ,,whey* and Old Slav. ckpa ,,fat from
the first milk* the same as the Lat. serum [TpyGaues 1971: 32-39]; Old
Ind. (Ved.) dddhi ,,sour milk” (G dadhnds), Alb. dhall/t/é ,skimmed
milk; cream®, dhjathé ,cheese’ Gr. Snviov, Arm. dal,crcam* - areal
derivative from the root *d"ei~ ,,nurse®.

Areal archaisms common for this dialectal group are also signifi-
cant, throwing new light on the problem of archaisms and innovations
in dialectal divisions of Indoeuropean languages, as those archaisms
characteristic primarily for one area and dialectally linked region can-
not be viewed in the same manner as those preserved in various pe-
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ripheral parts of the Indoeuropean territory. This view is at the same
time a paraphrase of the old demand of Italian neolinguists G. Bonfante
and G. Devoto that differences should be made between individual
conservative traits and common archaic tendencies, as the creation and
preservation of a series of structural common traits must be born in
mind from the point of view of contacts among languages in a certain
territory."!

Names for ,barley” in the Alb. drmithé, Gr. xpu91, Arm. gari and
the Lat. Aordeum, are archaic forms from the root *¢;- in contrast to
the northern European innovation *¢Tn-om, meaning basically ,,grain®
[Huld: 55-56; Tamkpemaze, Usanos 1984: 655-650].

The old Indoeuropean name for ,,beard *smekru- is preserved
in the Hittite zamankur, Old Ind. ¢macru-, Old Arm. moruk and Alb.
myjekér (in an altered meaning and in some old European languages:
Lith. smdkras ,,double chin®“, Old Ir. simmech, Old Eng. smaeras ,lips®),
while the innovation *b"ar-d"a replaced it in the northern group of IE
languages [MBanos 1985: 162].

It is probably no accident that the ancient Indoeuropean name
for ,,arm“, from the root *g"es-1/-t, testifying to which are two archaic
IE languages - the Hittite (kessar) and the Tocharian (A #sar, B sar), has
been preserved in Greek (xeip), Arm. (jern), Alb. (doré) and Arian (Old
Pers. dasta, Avestan zasta-, Old Ind. hdsta-) [Tamkpenunse, UBaHOB
1984: 785].

On the basis of the above, one gets the impression that instead of
only linking the Albanian language with one or another group of lan-
guages, it would be more realistic to merge Jokl’s or Georgiev’s hy-
pothesis into a new view on the transitional charater of the Albanian
language, like the one revealed in some details in paleo-Balkanic, such
as for instance, the oronym Caucasus - Kavkdoiov 6pog, found in the
toponyms of Greece and Thracia, but the closest parallels are in the
northern group of languages: Gothic hauhs ,high®, Lith. kauukas ,top“,
Proto-Slavic *kuka/*¢uka [Orkynmumkos 1989°], as in the Alb. suké
»small hill“ the transition from ¢- > s- is in parallel with the old Albano-
Romanian lexical parallels of the type Alb. sorré - Rom. cioard ,,crow*
[Cranummuh 1995: 25, 29].

"' G. Bonfante, Studi Baltici (Roma 1935), 30-37; G. Devoto, Germanisch-
lateinisch und germanisch-oskisch-umbrisch, Hirt-Festschrift, Heidelberg 1936,
536 [Maxkaes 1964 31, 57].
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The above southern traits of the Albanian language might in the
context of historical facts be linked to the Troadic Dardanians, Phrygians
and Mysians. Despite the utmost meagerness, traces of the Phrygian
language do not contradict Greek traditions on ethno-linguistic affinity
between Phrygians, Greeks and Armenians. Testifying to the close ties
between Phrygians and Mysians is an inscription on a marble plate
from Ujucuk, dated from the fourth and third centuries B.C. [Hepo3snak
1978: 36-37], and the fact that in Hittite and other sources from Asia
Minor, the Mysian name — Muski/Musku - was a sign for Phrygians
[Ilbsiakonos 1980: 364]. Dardanians do not have literary monuments,
but, unlike the two other participants of the Trojan War, they became
legendized, and this underlines their deeper antiquity. Their leading
role in the Trojan alliance won historical confirmation in Egyptian
sources, according to which Dardanians, as allies of Hittites, took part
in the battle at Kadesh in the [2th century B.C. These Troadic Dardanians
were claimed as ancestors by four peoples of the ancient period: the
central Balkan Dardanians, Macedonians, Epyrotes and Romans, of
whom Macedonians and Epyrotes, inferred on the basis of onomastic
remains, together with the Proto-Phrygian Brygs and Paeonians, com-
prised the southern Macedo-Phrygian group [Koédderitzsch 1985].

It is known that all three participants of the Trojan War are linked
to the central Balkan area, and are according to Greek traditions the
older ethnic layer in the Balkans. This view was subsequently con-
firmed by archeological discoverics of a special cultural group in the
central Balkan Danubian area of the Bronze Age, the material or spiri-
tual culture of which cannot be linked dircctly to the Illyrians or
Thracians, and is conditionally referred to as the Proto-Dacomysian
group [lapamanun 1988: 73]. Though Dardanians belonged ethno-
linguistically among Illyrians, this might have been the result of subse-
quent circumstances, as in the case of Danubian Moesia, who, acording
to Tomaschek’s classification of Thracian tribes [Papazoglu 1969: 311],
belonged to the Phrygian-Mysian group and represented remnants of
the oldest population in the northeastern Balkans. The migration of this
Balkan proto-substrate, which under pressure from Illyrians and
,younger® Thracians from the north, in ethnic migrations in the East-
ern Mediterranean in the 2d millenium BC, found itself in Asia Minor,
might have left trace in Greek traditions on the foundations of Troy,
whose founder Dardan was born on the island of Samothrake, and on
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the Balkan origin of Phrygians, while related to them, the Mysians in
the 12th song of the Illyad arc located in the Balkan Danubian Basin.
The same form of the names with the name of the Troadic Mysia (Mvoot)
enables us, as Georgiev set out (1960), to establish the time of transi-
tion of *G > # > iy in the paleo-Balkanic and Albanian, as the diph-
thong inscription oi/oc in the name of the Danubian Moesia (Moicot/
Moesi), discovered by Romans in their conquests, might be assumed
as a transitional stage in the Albanian same-root form mi < *mus
»mouse” (narrowing articulation of the vowel is a common trait of Al-
banian, Greek, Slavic and Celtic vocalism, the substrate of which is
considered the labialization of the Latin & in French). Also, these Mysians,
Hfighters from up close* (Mvool T ayyxépayotr), who posed a ,,mythic
past® for the Homerian Greeks, because of their ignorance of the bow
and arrow, have a parallel in the tradition of the Balkan Dardanians, as
»~people of the Trojan War who went wild and became barbarians®
[Papazoglu 1969: 101-103, 351].

Based on the above, certain parallels are imposed with the present
ethno-linguistic situation in the Balkans. Preserving this Balkan proto-
substrate in the central Balkan border zone between the Illyrians and
Thracians recalls, perhaps not by chance, the well-known Van-Vijk’s
thesis on the Balkan-Romanic substrate region which in the same area
divided two groups of Southern Slavs.!? The geographic congruity of
these two substrates might testify that the migration of Northern Indo-
Europeans to the Balkans went along the same route in both cases - let
us recall, in this context, the original ideas of W. Manczak that Roma-
nians survived Slavization because it did not take place directly from
the west, but indirectly, from the south, from Macedonia.'* In the con-
text of ethnic circumstances in Dardania, the Albanian ethnic name
need not be of Illyrian continuity. The old ethnic name, which might be
of Caucasian origin, might have been taken over by lllyrian settlers
later on, which took place much later with the Southern Slavic tribes in
neighboring Macedonia. Finally, different Indo-European layers in the

12 Cf. I1. Ysuh, Cpiicku napoo u weios jesuk, Beorpan 1971, 18-20.

13 W. Manczak, Pourqoi la Dacie, au contraire des autres provinces danubiennes,
n'a-t-elle pas été slavisée?, Vox Romanica 14/1988 — O. H. Tpybaues, [pesHue
caassme Ha Jyrnae. JIunzgucitiuqeckie Habarodeniis, ClaBsaHCKOE s3bIKO3HAHUE 11,
Mocksa 1993, 17-18.
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ethnogenesis of Albanians and Romanians only confirms the fact that
the Balkans had since time immemorial been a crossways of Indo-Eu-
ropean migratory trends,

JABE BPCTE IPEBHMNX MHJOEBPOIICKMX M30I'TTOCA
Y AIBAHCKOM JE3UKY

Pesunme

Y CBETJIOCTH HOBHX ca3Hama 0 bankany Kao MecTy KoHTakTa H3Meby cesepHe n
jyxHe rpyne MHpoeBpoIlbaHa, CTapo IHTake O apeaHIM OfIHOCHMa anbaHCKOr je31Ka
THIA 3anaj — HCTOK, Y OKBUPY KOjETr CY Ce CTPy4rballl PaHMje ONpefiesbUBANH 33 WK
TMPOTHUB NOBE3MBAkba CATEMCKOT anOaHCKOT je3HKa C je/{HHM HAaH3IJIEN] KEHTYMCKIM j€3UKOM
K20 WITO je MWINPCKH, NOCNEARBHX ACUEHHA]ja je MPEPacio y HUILITA Malbe UCK/bYUHBO
TYMayere anbaHCcKor je3HKa HilH Kao YiaHa ceBepHe Ipyiie HHAOEBPOIICKHX je3HKa, HITH
Kao uNaHa jy)kKHe HHjjoeBporicke rpyne. Mjejy o ApeBHAIM Be3aMa anbaHCKOT je3uKa ¢
JY’KHHM HHIIOEBDOTICKHM apeanoM (rpuku. (hpUIHjCKH, jepMEHCKH i apHjCKH), T). pepabeny
BEP3HUjy CTape Tpayke XUIOTe3€ Koja je Y OBOM OOJIHKY YA Y [IHjalieKaTCKy
Kiacugukauujy uanoesponckux jesuka T. B. 'amrpenunzea u B. B. ViBanosa [1984:911],
noaspriu cy owrpoj kputuun A. B. [ecrnukaja n O. IInpokos, Koju ¢y Ha 00HIBY
MaTepHjana [10aKa3a/u IPEeBaCXOHO CEBEPHOEBPOIICKH IHjaTeKATCKH KapaKTep anbaHcKor
jesnka. Tome ce MOTY JOIaTH 1 OIBOjeHe JIEKCHYKE Be3e alIbaHCKOTr je3HKa C KEATCKUM
je3HIMMa. Koje cy 1o NpaBuiy noTepbeHe 'y cTapobamKaHCKOM i Y je3HIUMa JYsKHOT
apeana, U3 yera 6M ce MOTao U3BECTHU 3aKbYUakK O NMOCTOjaly jVXKHOT OTpaHKa
CeBEPHOEBPOIICKOT apeaJia, HacTalor ClyluTameM aesta osux Mupoespomnbana y Cpenmby
Erpony un Cpego3semimbe.

Ynpkoc UHHEHHHIH [1a je Te3a O IPEBHHM Be3aMa ax0aHCKOr je3HKa C [yKHUM
HHJIOEBPOIICKHM apearnoM TOTKpeIbeHa y cTynuju ViBanoa u [aMkpenusea penaTHBHO
MaJnM 6pojeM eKCKITy3UBHUX aNbaHO-TPUKO-jePMEHCKUX Je3HUKHX Be3a, HCUPITHH]a aHaIH3a
TIpe cBera MaTepHjasia lbHXO0BE KFbHIE T0Ka3yje /1a albaHCKH j€3UK C OBHM jY3KHHM apeajioM
NOBE3yje 3HaTHO BHLLE 3ajeJHIUKUX OATHKA. Ha 0cHOBY THX pTa, CTHYE Ce yTHCAK J1a OH
YMECTO HCKI/bYUHBOT TTOBE3HBaa allDAHCKOT je31Ka CaMO € JeTHOM HITH CaMo C IPYTOM
TPYIIOM je3HKa, peaHuje OUI0 H3BECTH 3aK/bYUaK O Ipesla3HOM KapakTepy anbaHcKor
je3WKa. KOjH y ceGH cajip>KH 1Ba pa3IMINATa HHIOEBPOIICKa je3HYKa CIIoja.

OnucaHe jyxHe OfUIHKe al0aHCKOT je3MKa OH Y KOHTEKCTY HCTOPH]CKHX UHIEHULA
MOTJIE 1a ce IOBENY Y Be3Y ¢ TpojaHcKuM Japnanuuma, Ppurujunma 1 Musnma. Kao wto
J€ IO3HATO, CBa TPH yUECHHKA TPOjaHCKOT paTa Be3aHa cy Takobe 3a ileHTpastHoGanKaHCKy
TIPOCTOP H TPUKa Npefara HX cMaTpajy cTapHjHM eTHHYKHM ciojeM Ha Bankany. To
rJefdIITe TOTBPANTIA CY KacHHja apXeoiollka oTKpuha noce6GHe KyaTypHe Tpymne
HpoH3aHor oba Ha cpefilb0OaNKaHCKO-MTORYHABCKOM NMOJIPY Y]y, KOja ce IO CBOjOj MaTe-
PHjaHO] H IYXOBHO] KyNTYPH He MOXKE HEeTIOCPENHO Be3aTH HU 3a Mnupe Hi 3a Tpauare,
H YCIOBHO ce 30Be NpoTo-fakoMmesujckom [[apaianun 1988: 73]. Mako cy Jappanin
€THO-TIHHIBHCTHYKH cnaganu Meby Mnmupe, To 61 Morao fa 6ynie pe3yntaT KacHHjer CTama,
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CIIMYHO Ka0 y Cy4ajy NofyHaBcKHX Me3sa Koju ¢y npunafaini (h)pHrHjCKO-MH3H)CKO] TPYIIH
HIIPeNICTaBbaTd OCTATKE HajCTapHjer CTAHOBHHILTBA CEBEPOHCTOUYHOT banKaHa,

Ha ocHoBy peueHor, Hamehy ce Heke maparnee ¢ JaHalBHM e THO-JTHHTBHCTHYKHM
npunnKaMa Ha basnkady. HyBame oBOr 0anKkaHCKOT IPOTOCYIICTPATa y CPeaH00anKaHCKO]
norpaHnyHoj 304K n3Mehy Mnupa n Tpauana nojceha, Mokzia He cy4ajHO, Ha O3HATY
Ban-BejkoBy Te3y 0 6amTKaHOpOMaHCKO] CYTICTPAaTCKO] 0OMaCTH KOja je Ha HCTOM MPOCTOpY
pasnaBajana nse rpyne Jy:xkunx CnoseHa. I'eorpadcko noknaname oBa Ba Cyncrpara
Moryo 61 1a CBETOUH KaKo je foce/baBame CeepHix MiHoeBponrbana Ha bankany o6a
Cy4aja HIITO UCTHM IIPAaBLHMA. Y KOHTEKCTY eTHHUKHX TPHIHKa Y JapaaHuji H1 aT0aHCKO
€THHYKO HMe He OH MopaJto ia Oy/ie JoKa3 HIHPCKOT KOHTHHyHTeTa. CTapo eTHHUKO HMe,
Koje 61 MOr10 OUTH KaBKaCKOT [IOpeKJ1a, MOTTIN Cy HOTOM fla [IPeY3MY IIHPCKH JOCETbeHUITY,
Kao LITO ce TO MHOTO KacCHMje AECHJIO C JY>KHOCIOBEHCKHM MIEMEHHMA Y CYCe[IHO]
Makenonuju. KoHauHo, M pa3IHuUTH HHOEBPOIICKH CTI0jeBH y ETHOTEHE3H ANIbaHaua 1
PyMyna camo notpbyjy unmenuny na je bankan o naMTuBeka 640 MeCTO YKpHITama
MHIOEBPOIICKHX MUT PAIIAOHHX CTPY)a.
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