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STRONGHOLDS OF POWER
The Territorial Aspect of the Princely Tombs
of the Early Iron Age m the Central Balkans

Abstract’. Princely tombs of the Early Iron Age in the Central Balkan région
have been discussed here as the symbolic strongholds of hvestock breeders’
commimities and thetr territories. Hypothetical borders of these territories
have been delineated using tlie Tluessen polygon model. As territorial
marks and symbols of social peuer. the princely tombs probably functioned
on titree levels: ritnal territorial and tribal,

The princely tombs of the Central Balkans are the topic often
discussed in Yugoslav prelnstonc archaeology. They owe their
name both to luxurious and abundant grave goods, and to monu-
mental dimensions of the ruounds - which ail Tmphed high social
rank of the deceased. Aithough the preliminary archaeological
reports on sonie of the major graves of this horizon have re-
mained unpublished - even several décades after their dtscovery -
thts problem lias been discussed m a number of studies. In this
way the importance of the phenomenon has been emphasized in
its wider European framework;1l comparative grave analysis has
been performed,2 there have been attempts at solving the prob-
lems of Tmported material;3 the relation between the graves and
trade routes,4 as well as some ntual and cuit aspects of the princely
tombs have been discussed.5There is also a number of works on mdi-

A. Palavestra 1984, 1988, R. Vasu; 1987.

A. Palavestra 1984; B. Jovanovié 1979; B. Covié 1979.

M. Parovié-Pedikan 1960, 1988; B. Covi¢ 1983; R. Vasié 1986, S. Babié 1990.
A. Palavestra 1989, 1994.

A Stipcevi¢ 1984; S Cace 1985.
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vidual graves, e.g. the monograph on Atenica,6 and various archae-
ological reports, some very thorough and the others concise,7

One of the aspects of the princeiy tombs that was never discussed
is the study of the position of eacli tomb within its micro-region and of
its relation with wider géographie area. Huge and conspicious inounds,
constantly in the public view, were beyond any doubt clear and intelli-
gible symbols of power of the local chieftains, However, it is not likely
that such symbolic occupation of an area was merely the expression of
individual wealfh and vanity. It should be rather assumed that it had
précisé, well-determined meaning for the entire community

Although built for the deceased, graves, particularly monumental
ones, have exceptional importance for the living members of a com-
munity. Leadership of an individual within larger social groups, such
as those established in prehistoric Europe after the "agncultural révolu-
tion", needed to be recurrently confirmed by external insignia, Al-
though adéquate for smaller groups and generally charactenstic of
primates, constant confirmation of leadership in leader’s personal con-
tacts with the community members was impossible within complex so-
cial structures.8

According to some interprétations, there were three levels on
which monumental megalithic tombs oi’the Neolithic and Bronze Ages
of Western Europe played their décisive réle in maintaining the social
structure. The first was the rituai level, on which the religious rites at
the grave directed the attention of the entire community to prominent
individuals, no matter whether the latter were chiefs, priests or both.
On the second level, the tombs designated the centers which deter-
mined and directed the allegiance of an individual to his group in terms
of temtory, thus enforcing the centripetal tendencies in the commu-
mty. The latter aspect was particularly important for those commum-
ties which claimed certain terntory even if they did not inhabit it
continually, either due to extensive agriculture or to nomadic migra-
tions. Finally, bunals of the prominent individuals pointed out the
power of living leaders, especially if their power was the resuit of kin-
ship with the deceased or was inhented in some other way.9

(o2}

M. Duknié, B. Jovanovi¢ 1966.

. Mano-Zisi, Lj. Popovi¢ 1969; M. Zotovi¢ 1984, 1985; D. Srejovi¢, C.
Markovi¢ 1981; D. Srejovi¢, O. Vukadin 1988.

8 A Fleming 1973:188.

9 A Fleming 1973: 189-190.
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The princely tombs of the Early Iron Age in Western and Middle
Europe, a cultural phenomenon sirralar to the pnncely tombs of the same
honzon in the Balkan Peninsulaf°also had clear territorial and régional sig-
mficance. The term Furslengraberkreis was even proposed in order to de-
note the territorial surroundings of a princely tomb both in
geographical, and m socio-political sense 11 Besides the fact that their
huge mounds are easily perceptible, the importance of these tombs as
clear and vivid signposts is also confirmed by prominent overground
symbols, such as the stone stelae and monuments in Hrrschlanden.12
One can only imagine how many of such monuments made of pensh-
able wood must have marked and decorated the mighty pnncely tombs
throughout Europe and the Balkan Penmsula, although there is scarce
evidence of their existence.13 A wider social and rituai dimension of
the princely tombs in Middle Europe was also confirmed by the exist-
ence of ritual "quadrate enclosures” (Viereckhshanze) in the vicinity of
the mounds.13 llowever, in Western and Mrddle Europe, the territonal
spheres of the pnncely tombs were closely related with the settlements as
régional centers (Fiirstenzilze), themselves very important focal points of
power and influence in a terntory. The relationship between inner social
structure and régional matters, based on the study of pnncely centers and
tombs, was discussed ih a number of studies.b For the princely tombs of
the Central Balkan région a somewhat different cultural model has
been recently proposed. The absence of big "central” settlements as
économie, trading and ritual centers of the région as well as the distri-
bution of pnncely tombs along major communications, suggested a
cultural model of the society based on seasonal cattle-breeding, as well
as on the control over the pastoral and trade routes.16

The nomadic and transhumant cattle-breeding,17 with its variants
and régional différences, could be documented m the Balkans from the
begmmng of the Eneolithic period.18 This branch of economy, domi-

10 A. Palavestra 1988.

11 S. Champion 1994: 146,

12 H Zim 1970; J-P. Mohen 1987: 45-46.

13 K. Bittel 1981: 92.

14 K. Bittel 1981.

15 S. Frankenstein, M. Rowlands 1978:8 Champion 1994.

16 A. Palavestra 1989; 1993: 281-288; 1994.

17 In the nomadic cattle-breeding model, the entire population migrates with fts
herds, while m the transhumant model only the herders rmgrate. There are many

variants of these two basie types: see F. Braudel 1990: 85-102; N. Dunare 1976. "
18 M. Garasanin 1977, 1994.
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nant in the Balkans and the Mediterranean19from the prehistory to our
days, left indelible marks in the culture, Hfe style and customs of the
population of the région, but we shall leave this complex problem
aside. The Early Iron Age population of the Central Balkans, as well as
many générations who lived in the région, practiced cattle-breeding.
The fact was confirmed in Classical wntten sources. A well known and
offen cited speech that Alexander the Créat debvered to Macedomans,
as quoted by Arrian, depicts contemporary Balkan population con-
cisely and vividly: "Philip found you living as poor nomads, dressed
mostly in hides, grazmg your scarce herds, and fighting over them
without much success, with lllyrians, Tnballi and Thracians".20 Other
sources, too, affirm that the paleo-Balkan population was very mobile
owing to nomadic and semi-nomadic cattle-breeding, and offen in con-
flict over herds or salt-licks, so important for the cattle.2

Numerous fonns of life and economy of ancient Balkan pastoralists
have remained almost unchanged for centuries. Perhaps one of the rea-
sons was a limited choice of cultural models - the societies of transhu-
mant and nomadic cattle-breeders were similarly shaped, which was
determined by the very structure of their economy. On the other hand,
conservatism and traditionalism of these communities helped preserve
their institutions for centuries (legal standards, rituals, costume, housing,
exploitation of pasture-land, patriarchal - tribal sociétal structure). A good
example is the allocation of pasture-land to community members every
eight years which was customary among paleo-Balkan population, but
among the farmers of the médiéval period as well 2

Abundant ethnographie and histoncal material and Hterature on
Balkan pastoralists in the Middle Ages and the modem epoch, provide
sufficient data for bnnging forward hypothéses on paleo-Balkan cattle-
breeders.23 Isoiated as they are, reliefs of the ancient hfe in the Balkan
Penmsula cannot serve as analogies in the interprétation of archae-
ological data. However, if set into a firmer methodological framework
suggested by modem balkanology, ample ethnographical and histoncal
data on cattle-breeding in the Balkans offer a solid basis for estab-
lishing an archaeological model, subject to further examination, and

19 F. Braudel 1990: 83-102.

20 F. Papazoglu 1969: 16.

21 F. Papazoglu 1969: 361-264.

22 M. Suie 1967- 103-104; E. PaSali¢ 1967: 115-116: S. Cate 1979: 118-119.
23 V. L'ubnlovi¢ (ed.) 1976; D. Antonijevié 1982.
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thus to venfication or réfutation.24 In methodological sense, this bal-
kanological framework includes, on the one hand, the archaeological
implications of the "long-term history" as proposed by Fernand
Braudel and The Annales historiographical school, and, on the other
hand, the anthropo-geographical dimension of J. Cviji¢’s balkanol-
ogy.5 In the discussion about the problems of the Iron Age in the Cen-
tral Balkans, and especially the pnncely tombs of the Early Iron Age
of the région, it was this methodological approach that paved the way
for the establishment of certain archaeological models.2%

The pnncely tombs of the Early Iron Age are located in the parts
of the Central Balkans famous for centuries for the intensive transhu-
mant and nomadic cattle-breedmg.27 If the fact is borne in mind that
they ail appeared within a rather narrovv span of tinte - front the last
décades of the 6th to the first décades of the 5th century BC - the ma-
jor concentration of power over the same period and the relatively lim-
Tted space must be counted on. This would suggest at least judging by
the pnncely tombs, that several centers of power existed in the région
dehmited by the River Drina m the west, the River Ibar in the east, the
River Zapadna Morava in the north and the Bell Dnm and Eremk riv-
ers in the south. Some of the wealthier graves of the Glasinac complex,
situated either in the culture’s home area on the left bank of the Dnna,
or in Herzegovina and in the Zéta river valley, could also be included
as related phenomena and comparative material.28 Regarding the pas-
torahst character of the paleo-Balkan population and the distinctive
geo-morphological convemences of the région for transhumant and no-
madic cattle-breeding, the pnncely tombs of the Early Iron Age in the
Central Balkans - as symbolic strongholds of power and centers of
communities - may be also viewed form the aspect of nomadic migra-
tions and terntories. In order to establish better basis for the hypothesis
that the pnncely tombs were landmarks of cattle-breeders' terntories -
re. the territones for seasonal pastunng controlled by a certain group,
it is necessary to provide a more thorough insight into the very position
of the graves.

24 1. Hodder 1982.

25 | Hodder 1987; J. Bintliff 1991; P. Novakovié 1992; A. Palavestra 1994a.
26 A Bankoff, A Palavestra 1986'. A. Palavestra 1989, 1993, 1994.

27 J Cvijié 1922; R. RSumovi¢ 1976.

28 A Palavestra 1984: 60-65.
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The monumental tomb in Pilatovici, the earliest one in the group
of pnnceiy tombs (dated to the second half of the 6th century BC), is
located near UziCka PoZega, south of the River Zapadna Morava, on
the right bank of the River Moravica, in the vicinity of its confluence
with the Zapadna Morava. It is situated in the nver valley (at the alti-
tude of 310 meters), while the necropohs with mounds, dated back to
the Early lIron Age, is located some 500 meters to the south. Mt
Krstac, a branch of the Stan Vlah mountain range winch descends to-
wards the Morava river valley, raises above the pnnceiy tomb.2 The
big mound comained a nch pnnceiy tomb with the central grave made
of broken stone, two penpheral graves and an outer circular drywall.
Remains of the busliianiim were discovered in the central grave, while
the penpheral grave holding a female skeleton contained abundant and
luxunous matenal: gold bracelets, bronze vessels from Greek work-
shops, amber beads as well as local jewelry and pottery. In the central
grave one scarabaeus was discovered, charactenstic of the Onentahz-
mg style of Italie centers of the 6th century BC.20

Two princely mounds in Atenica are located in the southeastem
suburbs of Cacak, on the right bank of the Zapadna Morava (altitude
237 meters). Slopes of Mt. Jehca, also a part of the Stan Vlah moun-
tain range, nse to the Southwest. Although merely 23 kilometers as the
crow flies from Pilatoviéi, these sites are clearly separated by Mt.
Jelica and the Ovcar-Kablar Gorge into two distinctive micro-regions.
Wealthy graves of similar construction were discovered under both
mounds in Atenica; the central grave was made of broken stone, con-
taining remains of the bustuarmm and a large number of vanous grave
goods. The graves yielded very rich gold and silver jewelry, luxurious
material of Graeco-Italian provenance (bronze vessels, pottery, amber,
bone items, beads of glass paste, as well as remains of a chariot with
accessones). The larger mound contained also three ritual rectangular
structures made of broken stone with sacrificial pits.3l

In the foundations of the médiéval chnrch of St. Peter, on an élé-
vation situated above the confluence of the Dezeva and Raska rivers,
about 2 kilometers north of Novi Pazar, archaeologists discovered a
rich grave which entered into the literature as the Novi Pazar finding.
The naturai élévation on which the mound had been erected is situated on

29 M. Zotovié 1985: 80-83.
30 M. Zotovi¢ 1985: 80-100.
31 M. Buknié, B. Jovanovié¢ 1966.
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the right bank of the Dezevska River and dominéates the river valleys
near the confluence and the RaSka (altitude 500 meters). Across the
Raska, the slopes of the Golija mountain range rise toward the north-
west, whife Mt. Rogozna rises m the southeast and east. Numerous ot>
jects made of gold, silver, raw and carved amber, glass beads, silver
and bronze utensils and black-figure pottery from Greek centers m
Southern Italy wvere found in the grave (or perhaps the hoard of grave
goods).2

The princely mound of Pecka Banja is located in Metochia, on the
northem fringes of the Bell Dnm river valley, on Tts left bank (ap-
proxim. altitude 500 meters). The slopes of the high mountains
Rusuhja and Mokra Gora rise toward the north, and the fertile valley
of the Bell Drim spreads toward the south. The place is the crossroads
of two routes, one leading from the mountainous région of RoZaje to
Metochia, and the other going through the Gorge of Rugovo. The
mound contained two graves with silver jewelry, carved amber beads,
helmets of the Graeco-lllyrian type, weapons, horse equipment and im-
ported Greek pottery.33

Another wealthy grave that could be regarded as a princely tomb,
though not as rich, was discovered at the site of Lisijevo Polje near
Berane, in the Lun nver valley, on the nver’s right bank (approxim. alti-
tude 670 meters). The Lim valley and Lisijevo Polje are surrounded by
high mountains, with the highest peaks on Bjelasica in the west and
Mokra Planma in the southeast. Lisijevo Polje, too, is located on the
crossroads of routes leading through mountains, gorges and river val-
leys. Bronze jewelry, weaponry, equestrian equipment, pottery and
very fine specimens of amber beads and plates made in the South-Ital-
ian workshops were found in the grave with the remains of a skele-
ton 44

It is not difficult to dérivé common characteristic shared by ail
princely tombs. They were ail built in river valleys, on fiat terrain or
smooth slopes, which enhanced the visibihty of the mounds. Ail of
them have mountainous hinterland suitable for cattle-breeding, and ail
are located along the roads that lead from the mountains to the valleys
(and vice versa), often on the most important "strategie" nods that were
used for centuries for trade and seasonal pastoral migrations. It was

32 B. Mano-Zisi, Lj Popovié 1969, 1969a.
33 A Palavestra 1984: 58-60: J Jeftovié (ed.) 1990: 185-187
34 D. Srejovi¢, €', Markovié 1981.
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easy to control trade and other movements from these positions,33 and
also to demonstrate the excellence of the graves to ail travelers. It is
not unusual to find graves along roads, and there is also evidence that
bunal along herders’ routes was a custom highly praised among Balkan
cattle-breeders, aimed to enable the deceased "to watch over" his herds.%

It is noteworthy that other rich graves of the same horizon, but ob-
viously of lovver-ranking individuals, were discovered in the neigh-
bourhood of some of the abovementioned princely graves. The
Haiistatt necropolises were discovered near Pilatovi¢i (Uzici, Razana,
Godljevo, Kriva Reka).37 At the GuSevac site in Mrcajevci,38 and m
Ljuljaci3 not far from Atenica, there is also a few rich graves with
mounds. Another luxurious find, a few décades younger than the grave
near St. Peter’s church, was discovered north of Novi Pal.ar (25 kilo-
meters as the crow flies), in the village KruSevica.40 Necropolises witli
mounds, Midi as DojeviG or Glogovik on Mt. Golija. were also exca-
vated4l We have a similar situation at Peéka Banja, with the Boka ne-
cropohs. and some other graves from the iron Age in its \icimty.4: A
stratified social structure may be corroborated by these finds, but be-
fore drawing anv relevant conclusions it would be necessary to per-
form a comparative analysis of ail the graves, which is beyond the
range of this study

The territonal disposition of the princely tombs Zould depict the
hypothetical borders of the fiarly Iron Age régional groups m the Cen-
tral Balkans, particularly in the light of the "stock-breeders hypothe-
sis". If the princely tombs may be regarded as hypothetical, symbohc
centers of the territories, the boundanes of tliese territories could be
partly reconstructed m a schematic form by rneans of the well-known
"Thiessen" polygons. Thiessen, or Dtrchlet polvgons, hal'e the prop-
erty of epclosmg wtthin them the areas thai are nearer to the enclosed
point (center) around which they are constructed than to any other
given center43 This method is frequently used in geography as an in-

35 A Palavestra 1989.

36 D. Ajitomievié 1982: 133.

3' M. Zotovié 1985.

38 A Palavestra 1984:68: 1994: 147.
39 1) Srejovi¢ 1990.

40 D. Sreiovié, (J. Vukadm 1988.

41 Z l.etica 1979, 1982.

42 N. Tasié 1979.

43 B. Goodall 1987: 129-130.
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strument of territorial analysis, but bas also been présent in archaeol-
ogy for décades now, In archaeology, it is important to make sure that
tbe sites winch represent tlie centers of the polygons are of the same
chronological horizon, and of smular importance and (or) size 44 Thies-
sen polygons were used to détermine "individual territories" around the
large Neohthic mounds in the south of England. emphasizing social,
rituai and territorial aspects of these graves 4' Although its use in ar-
chaeology was criticized for its abstractness and schematism,46 tins
mode! can be applied m determming, at least roughly, the spheres of
influence and control of a certain group,

The author of this paper used the Thiessen polygon method in the
attempt to draw hvpotheticai borders of the territories whose centers
could be the prmcely tombs of the fcarly Iron Age in the Central Bal-
kan région, This archaeologicai mode! bas also incorporated neigh-
bouring régions, the Glasinac area on the one hand, and the "warnor’s"
mound near Romaja in Metochia on the other. The prmcely tombs at
Glasinac suggest a somewhat different social structure from the one
represented by the prmcely tombs east of the River Drma 47 The cul-
tural model of the warnor’s graves at Romaja differ significantly from
bunals in Novi Pazar or Peéka Banja. The issue of complicated com-
pansons and interprétations of funerary rites and social structures of
the Iron Age societies in the Balkan Peninsula cannot be raised in this
paper. 7'he sites of Glasinac and Romaja have been shown within tins
model merely as représentatives of the régions and spheres of influ-
ence bordermg upon the prmcely tombs areas of the Central Balkans.
The map shows that the Thiessen polygon model for the prmcely
tombs of the Central Balkans is not complété, and that only hypotheti-
cal borders rather than entire enclosed polygons were depicted. The
reason is the hmited number of prmcely tombs and the lack of accessi-
ble archaeologicai data. Hypothetical as they are, these borders, never-
theless, suggest the existence of enclosed temtories with the prmcely
tombs as their symbohc, rituai and perhaps political centers.

Therefore, the site of Pilatovici may héve been the center of the
territory winch covered Mts. Zlatar and Zlatibor, the Zapadna Morava
and Moravica nver vaileys, and, perhaps, the slopes of Mts. Povlen and

44 D. Clarke 1971: 509-5 10; I ilodder, C. Orlon 1989: 59-60.
45 C Renirew 1973: 544-547.

46 M. Brailhwaile 1984" 96.

47 B. Covic 1979, A Paiaveslra 1984:60-64.



Maljen in the north across the Morava. The sphere of influence of
Atenica stretched over Mt. Jelica, the Zapadna Morava valley and the
slopes of the mountains of the Sumadija région north of the Zapadna
Morava valley. The territory of the princeiy tomb in Novi Pazar cov-
ered Mts. Golija Rogozna, Kopaonik and the Novi Paznr valley - the
only lowlands m the région - as well as the gorges of the Ibar, RaSka and
DeZeva nvers. The territoiy "controlled" front Peéka Banja extended
over the eastem slopes of Mts. Prokletije, Rusulija and Mokra Gora,
the Gorge of Rugovo and the northern part of Metochia. The site of
Lisijevo Polje, sertied in the Berane basin, in the Ibar river valley, was
in the center of the région bordered by Mts. Bjelasica, Crm Vrh,
Jadovnik and Giljeva.

Ail these régions, particularly highlands, have been well-known
for their intensive transhumant and nomadic cattle-breeding. It is not
necessary to quote large geographical, ethnographical and histori cal lit-
erature which confirms this. It is, hovvever, interesting that J. Cvijic,
when listing ali these mountains as highly appropnate for stock-graz-
ing, said that "the nchest and finest pastures in the Peninsula are lo-
cated on the Southern and western slopes of Mt. Rusulija, between Pec
and RozZa)e"4Xwhich is exactly above Peéka Banja. The highest sum-
mit of Mt. Jelica above the Atenica site - the mountain which is no
longer famous for cattle-breeding - s called Ovéar (ovéar - an shep-
herd), which points to the cattle-breeding Instory of tms région. The
toponym of Pilatovici also implies the saine origin, since it was denved
from the name of a seasonal station that belonged to the Vlach fratemity
of Pilatovac or Pilatovié, refeffisd to m the médiéval sources.29

As stated above, the princeiy tombs are located in lowlands, be-
neath high mountain pastures, on the ages-old cattle-breeders’ routes
conditioned by rare mountain passes, gorges and river valleys. Low-
lands and river valleys with their mild chmate were as important for
the nomadic and transhumant cattle-breeding as the mountains. They
were the régions of wmtertime pastures, without which livestock-
breeding m the Balkans would be impossible.

Data on seasonal cattle-breeding m the Balkans clearly show the
importance attached to the territory controlled by a community - either
a fratemity, katmi®{or a tribe. Constant battles had been fought over

48 J. Cvijic 1922: 85-86.
49 M. Filipovi¢ 196.V 62. 64.
50 katiin - cattle-breeders’ mountain seulement and a fonn of social organization.
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A - Pilatovici, B - Atenica, C - Novi Pcizcir, D - Pecka Banja,
E - Lisijevo Polje, F - Romaja, G - Glasincic, 1-Krenma,
2 - Krivci Rekei, 3 - Uzic¢e, 4 - Godljevo, 5 - Raictrta, 6 - Mrcajevci,
7 - Ljuljaci, 8 - KruSevica, 9 - Glogovik, 10 - Dojevici,
11- karcigci¢, 12 - Boka-Prcevo
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pastures and livestock-breeders’ routes, and the duty of each commu-
nity inember was to defend the territory once it was occupied. For a
community, boundaries of the occupied temtories and pastures were
marked with "their dead"”, ne. their graves and monuments.'ll Seasonal
movements between winter and summer pastures were strictly regu-
lated by the "mountain régime" - ie. the customs of traditional law
which meticuiously regulated the relations among cattle-breeders, their
departure into the mountain (izc/ig), and return to the lowlands (zdig),
the roads, the use of pasture and water, the habitations etc.-t+ For the
Balkan cattle-breeder, an ideally conceived territory woulu contam
summer pastures in the highlands, winter pastures in the valleys, abun-
dance of water and convenient roads, easy to control and defend. Live-
stock-breeders and their herds migrated constaniy during the year
between "upper" and "lower" mountains, and winter stations in the
lowlands.-13 Although other nomadic movements also took place in the
Balkans, seasonal movements mostly occurred withm such territorial
entities.'¥ If a community had been prevented from performing the an-
nual cycle in its own territory, due to the geo-morphological character
of the terrain or bad weather, it had been forced to move further with
its herds. The Crossing of other tribes’ territory, which was strictly
regulated by the standards of customary law, must have put tliem on
severe trials.-H This was especially the case with winter stations, which
were barder to ftnd m the mountainous régions and therefore extremely
valuable. It has been recorded that, due to severe climate, cattle-breed-
ers migrated ail the way from Vasojeviéi (Monténégro), or from Mt
Tara, to the Zapadna Morava valley and the vicinity of Cacak (near
Atemcaf~The control of winter pastures was very important and even
more profitable than agriculture, which was testified by Ihe documents
from the period of Turkish occupation.

The Balkan cattle-breeders of the Iron Age must have controlled
their temtories with as much care. Scarce winter pastures, river val-
leys, basins, and particularly "neuralgic spots” and crossroads of pas-
toralists’ routes, had to be protected with extreme "jealousy”. Among

51 M. Lutovac 1976: 25.

52 V. Cubnlovi¢ (ed.) 1976; B. Krstié 1979.)

53 M. Luiovac 1976: 26-27,

54 N. Dunare 1976; R. RSumovic 1976; M Luiovac 1976
55 V. Cubrilovic (ed.) 1976

56 M. Luiovac 1976: 32-33.

57 D. Antomjevic 1982:41-42.
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other reasons, it was in order to symbolically Jay the claim to a terri-
tory that the big mounds of the princely tombs were erected on such
spots. Accordmg to one of the hypothéses, the big prehistoric mounds
of the Wessex culture in the south of England also had marked the cat-
tle-breeders’ territory.58 Extremely opulent "princely” tombs at Altai,
of the same chronological horizon as the Balkan princely tombs, seem
also to have been the landmarks of cattle-breeders’ territory. Accord-
ing to the authors of the excavation, the Ukoka inound (Altai), recently
discovered and extremely well-preseived, was the landmark of the
winter pastures that belonged to the semi-nomadic inhabitants of this
plateau.® It was also recorded that Darius, during the conquest of
Thrace, used to erect stone mounds in order to claim the newly occu-
pied territones.6 Accordmg to some authors, the Thracian Odnsian rul-
ers also used to build big mounds as landmarks of the région they
controlled and as frontiers towards neighbouring tribes.6l

The princely tombs of the Early Iron Age in the Central Balkans
are also likely to have played their role as symbolic spiritual slozer or
strongholds of cattle-breeders’ communities.62 Hypothetical borders of
these territones héve been suggested here by the Thiessen polygon ar-
chaeological model. Outlines were captured of a few régions famous
for their seasonal cattle-breeding, with high summer pastures, winter-
time river valleys and basins, with foutes suitable for seasonal migra-
tions and trade. The princely tombs are located on dominant points of
such régions - on winter pastures by the communications, even on the
crossroads. Moreover, a few findings indicate that the settlements had
existed in the vicinity of some of these rich graves. This could be the
case at the site of Postenje not far from the Novi Pazar grave, where
rich archaeological material, dated into the Iron Age, was detected.&3
The existance of permanent settlements in the vicinity of winter pas-
tures would go along with the transhumant tradition.&

It is most likely that the princely tombs, as centres of social
power, probably functioned on ail thethree abovementioned levels: nt-

58 A. Fleming 1971, 1973: 580-581.

59 N. Polosmak 1994,

60 N. Theodossiev 1995: 383.

61 S, Topalov 1994: 133.

62 Slozer - communal and indivisible piece of land winch belongs to the entire

commune or fratemity of the Dmanc région. J. Cvijié 1922: 275.
63 J Jeftovié (ed.) 1990: 209.

64 P Vlahovié 1976: 42.
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ual, territorial and tribal.6* The rituai level, on which the attention of
the community was directed to the leader both in cuit and religious as-
pects. has been confinned in the case of the Balkan princely tombs.
During the burial in Atemca, complex sacrificial rites were carried out.
Six animais, three aurochs, two pigs and a dog, were sacrificed on the
previously prepared base of the mound. The rite is associated with
Indo-European tnadic sacrifices, similar to Roman siiovetaiuilialb Ac-
cording to S. Cace, the elaborate sacrificial structure within the mound
(also used for other sacrificial ntuals), the spatial orientation towards
the Pdles, and the symbolism of numbers stand as evidence of a com-
plex theologv and suggest that the deceased may have been "the king"
in the archaic sense of the terni which also meant the chtef priest.67

On the second, territorial level, the mounds functioned as Sym-
bol ic centers of cattle-breeding régions. They were located on winter
pasture lands, in the valleys where ail the livestock-breeders of the ré-
gion congregated during the winter season, It was probably the right
place, and tune, for the enhancement of cohesive and centnpetal trends
in a mobile commumty, otherwise dispersed over the vast area of sum-
mer pastures. Winter season was the perfect timing for engaging extra
labourers for the construction of big mounds. Monumental mounds
such as Pilatoviéi and Atemca could hardly héve been built during
summer, when almost entire population had left the valleys with their
herds. This hypothesis could be either confirmed or refuted by a pollen
analysis, but, unfortunately, it has never been performed. These
mounds may have also been the secondary burials of the chieftams
who died in the miountains during the summer or got killed on the bat-
tlefield. The custom of performing secondary or repeated burials s fre-
guent among Balkan livestock-breeders even in modem epoch.6XThe
mounds also served as focal points of territorial loyalty for various
groups - fraternity, kalun or some other social structure, which sub-
sequently grew into more compound social structures (tribe, the tribal
alliances, etc.). The similar process of évolution of cattle-breeders’
conimunities into tribes also occurred in the médiéval period, which
was ascertained by written sources.®

65 A. klenung 1973: 189.
66 S. C'aée 1985.

67 S. Caée 1985

68 D Antoni]evic 1982: 135.
69 B. Burdev 1963. 165-166
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The third, clan level, could not be taken into considération apart
from the previous two. The true significance of the family or the clan
can be deduced from the examples of family burials in Pilatovidi,
Atenica and Pecka Banja. According to some explanations, the
princely tombs even testify to the divinization and heroization of the
deceased.7()The kinship with the former ruler and his family could cer-
tainly enhance the power of the new one. The clan structure of the so-
ciety, and prominent individuals as leaders are the characteristic of
Balkan cattle-breeders. In the Middle Ages, the leader in the Balkans
had great authority among his fellowmen, no matter what his title was
- katunar. Celnik, ¢cha/a, celingas (ail meaning the leader) or even
hiez (the prince). Although the leader was sometimes cal ed out spon-
taneously, by tacit consent, the leadership over a kafun was often in-
heritable which eventually led to the establishment of prominent
families.7L In the light of the princely tombs, there is no doubt that
leadership Tmplied religious dimension. Whether the deceased was "the
archaic king-priest" or not, such dimension must have heightened the
position of his clan.

The princely tombs of the Early Iron Age in the Central Balkans
might have been important symbolic, cuit and social centers of the cat-
tle-breeders’ territories. Cattle-breeding communities m general, not
only those of the Balkan Peninsula, are conservative, loaded with an-
cient relicts and obsoléte social institutions. Archaeological models
can, therefore, be easily built on the basis of ethnographie and histori-
cal data.72 They can be tested and modified in comparison with the ar-
chaeological material. The princely tombs of the Iron Age reflect the
social structure and territorial orgamzation similar, but not identical to
those of the Balkan cattle-breeders of the historical penods. These pre-
historic graves point to a considerably greater social power of the de-
ceased, probably based on the ntual réle of the archaic "king-pnest".
The chronological horizon of the princely tombs is rather luruted: they
ail emerge simultaneously, at the peak of the power and wealth of a
clan society. Their sudden disappearance, however, suggests that the
princely tombs, as an external manifestation of power, were the ago-
nizing endeavour of an archaic social structure, and the last effort of a
hierarchy to remain in power. Archaeological data show that this effort

70 N1 Siipcuvi¢ 1984i S. Cace 1985
71 M. Filipovié (963: 81-91. I). Antonijevi¢ 1982: 48.
72 D. Gibson 1988.
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was a failure, and that after the "princely tombs" horizon the sociétal
Systems in the Balkans, as well as in Europe, changed to some extern.

cToXxXepn MCTH
-TEPUTOPWANHWN ACNEKT KHEXEBITKUX TPOBOBA
CTAPWEIN rBO3AEHOIN AOBA HA LLEHTPA/THOM BANKAHY
Pesnme

,lepgaH op yrnosa ug Kojiix nmpo6nem KHeXxeBCKNX rpo6osa LenTpannor
Ban kaHa [0 caga inije o pa3maTpan, je carnejasalle nosoxda Tux rpobosa y
OKBHpPHMa LWMXOBMX MNKpoperga u wupe rcorpadcke uennHe. OrpoMHO
XyMKe. ynagnbnBe W naganeko Brgawee 6wune cy. 6en cymrbe. jacim wu
panymnwsy cnm60nn MOKH foKannux nornaeapa. Hde BepoBaTHO fa je
0BaKBO eHMO0/IHYHO Nnanocefarbe ogpe()eHor npoctopa 6UA0 camo HApas UHAU-
BHAyannor 6oraTcTBa M TawTnHe, HCh ce MOXe NpeTnocTaBnTH ga je MMano
oape!)eHO. cacBMM CNeLNMUYHO 3HAYeHVe 3a YMTaBy NegHULY.

KHexeBckn rpo6oBH CTapnjcr reongeHor foba, nanate ce y OHUM fe-
nosuMma UuUeHTpanHor bankaHa. ko|n cy BekoBnMa 6uAM nonHatn Mo un-
TEH/IHBHOM TPaHCXyMaHTMOM W NOMafCKOM CTo4yapcTBYy. AKO ce ynMme y 06aup
[la Cy eBH HacTanu y penaTMBHO YCKOM XPOHO/IOWKOM XOPTONTY. 04 nocnej-
HUX peueHda VI B Jo npBux geueHda V B M.H.e., OHAA ee MOpa payyHaTH ca
BEKOM KOHUeHTpaudom MOKM y UCTO BPEME. Ha penaTuBHO OrpanmnyeHoMm
npoctopy. To 6w nogpasymeBano Aa je ma Mogpynjy Kole je. OKBUPHO. Ha 3a-
nagy orpaHvyeHo [pnHoM. na uctoky M6pom, Ha ceBepy. 3anagHom MopaBom.
a Ha jyry benum [pnmom n Epennkom. kpagem VI u noyeTkom V B MN.H.e. -
6apem cygebu no KnexeBeknm ¢o6oBnNMa - MOCTOPaso HEKO/WKO LeHTapa
Mo hw.

C 063MpOM Ha CTOYapCKH KapakKTep naneo6/aHCKOr CTaHOBHHLWTBA, H
nApanHTy reomop(|)oNoWwKy NorogHOCT HaBeAenor Nogpyyla ma TPaHCXYMaHTHO
N HOMAACKO CTO4YapCTBO, KHEXEBCKW rpoboBH cTapder reongeHor goba na
LeHTpanmsm bankairy - Kao enMO0NMYHM LieHTapn MOKW U (POKYCU LUUPEr WUH-
Tepeca nalegHuue - Monu 6n 6v ce nocmMaTpaTu U M3 yrna cTovapcKmMx Kpetawla
N TbIrXoBUX TepnTopda. AKO Ce KHEXEeBCKM Fpo60BH MOry cmaTpaTH Xuno-
TeTUYHUM. eHMOONNYHUM, LUeHTpMMa Tepntopda, wemartcbl! ce rpaHuue Tux
TepnTopda MOry gOHeK/C carnefatu nytem nosaHatux "TrncenoBux' MNOSINTOHA.
MHnatoBmMkn 6n Tako 6unAn y cpegHwTy TepuTopde KOja je obyxBaTana
3natap. 3natmbop. pgonuHe 3anagHe MopaBe H MopaBnue, a Moxjga na
ceBepy, npeko MopaBe u 06poHKe [MoBneHa nM MarbeHa. [Mogpydle yTHuala
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ATeHnue npoTekanu ce Ha nnawwy Jeaiipy. pgonuHy 3anagHe MopaHe u
o6pouke HiicKirx wymaan|cknx HnaHHNa ceBepno o AonuHe ‘3anagHe Mopase.
Tepiiropnja knexeuekor rpo6a na Hoeoe [Maaapa. BaxBaTana je lonnly. Po-
rosHy. Konaonnk. |lonoiiaaapcKy koTnuHy - |egwry iniaiijy y permoHy - kao n
knncype WM6pa. Pawke H [AexeBc. O6naet kKoly je “KoHTponneana ' lNebka
Bawa, npocTupana ee Ha HeTo4HO o6pouke lMpokacnpa. anaHuHe Pycyjnijy n
Mokpy ropy. Pyroucky knHeypy n ceBepHn fgeo Meroxnje. JZiucnjeno Mon,e ee
nanaaHno y BepaiiCKoj kotnnnn. y gonnHu Jinma. y cpegHwTy nogpyyla Koje
oMel)yjy HnannHe Mpenacnua, LipHn Wpx. 3afoBHHK N MUbeBa.

OupTaHn cy o6pHen MeKonnKo 061acTy NOBHATMX MO €ea0HCKOM eTo4ap-
CTBY. ea BMEHWEKNM NIeTrbHM Mauubaunma. pevnnM fosHnama n KoT/nHama aa
LUIMOMHUK W MPAPOAHMM KOMyMNMKallipama MOroAnuM aa eToyapeku Kpetarba n
TproeBTry. KsexeBckn rpo6oBn CMenrrenH cy Ha K.TY4nnM Taykama TuX
061acTW: UCNOA BUCUMCKNX MMAMMHCKHX Mannbaka. na BMMEeKHM Hcnawima. ya
KOMynnKkaynje - WTaBMne ya H>MX0Ba YHOPHTTa - Ma BekounMa yrabaBannm
CTOYapeKnM nyreeBnma. 4wy cy npasBLM Baaja 6UNM ANKTNpPaHH perkum nnan-
HHCK/M npeBo)NMa. KAMCypaMH M peynnm AosiHnamMa.

Kao cToXepu papywTBeHe Molll, KnexeBeKn rpo6oBM AefoBanH cy
BEpOBaTHO Ha TpU nuWa: Ma pPRATyaanoM. TepnToOpH|annoM H POAOBCKOM
HMBOy. PuTyanHn wuwo. kojji je poKycnpao naxiby BaleAnHLe Ha nogepeT no-
leanHUa. 1 TO Na KynTMAOM N PesnnpcKOM MnaHy, ocBefeyeH |e y 6anKaHCKUM
KneXeBcKUM rpo6oBnma. a noce6no y Atcnnuyn. Ha gpyrom. TepnTpgasnHom
WLoy. XyMKe Ccy CAyXwune Kao enMm6onnynn MenTpn cTovapckux o6nactw,
nocTaB/fieHO Ma BHMeKNM MannbaunmMa. y AosiHnama. rae cy ee TOKOM BMMe CTM-
LanH cBM CcToYapH |egne o6nacTu. Tpepn. pofoBCKH wuwo. na KojeM cy pe-
NIOVHN KNCOKEHCKM cprOVBK. UC MOXKe ce of/8ojutu OL npcrxouma ga, a aHa4a]
MopoAHLUEe N poja MOXe Ce HacAyTUTU Ma MOPOANYHMX caxpaHa Yy [una-
ToBUPwWMa. ATcHuUH n HeliKoi BaH.H,
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