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Abstract: 1t is generally accepted that the potter's wheel was introduced to the
arca of the Central Balkans by the Celts. The fact that fragments of wheel-
thrown pottery (dating from the 6th 1o the 4th centuries B.C%) have been
found on some thirly Farly lron Age sites in the Central Balkans questions
this widely accepted premise. Bearing in mind that the use of the wheel on the
territory of Paionia dominates pottery manufacture as early as the 6th century
B.C.. it s possible 1o suggest that the appearance of such vessels in the arca of
the Central Balkans may not be acadental.

Until the present, the issuc concerning the appearance of the
wheel in the Central Balkans has never been accorded much atten-
tion. Once cstablished, the thcory about the potter’s wheel having
been introduced into the region by the Celts has survived to this day.!
This premise, based on the results of excavations in the Danube river
valley. has been automatically applied to the entire area of the Cen-
tral Balkans. It thus came to be that all tinds of gray wheel-thrown ce-
ramics were ascribed to the Celts although such conclusion is not
selt-imposing, especially in view of the fact that there are only four re-
liably identitied Celtic sites south of the Sava and the Danube: three
of them by thc Danube and only one further south, by the Morava
(Gradac by Leskovac).? X

Other finds of wheel-thrown ceramics dating from the Early
Iron Age have been regarded as Greek imports, without further justi-

1 B.Jovanovic, 1987, 807,845,
2 Praistorija jugoslavenskih zemalja V, map 6.
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fication of the claim. Many researchers, faced with finds of wheel-thrown
ceramics in the Early Iron Age strata, were confused by its appearance
so that the relevant literature often contains only mentions of it without
detailed analysis.

The fact that more than 30 published or partly published Early
Iron Age sites dating from the 6th to the 4th centuries B.C. are known to
hold wheel-thrown pottery testifies to the importance of this phenome-
non which is not to be easily disregarded (Map 1).

Besides, not only that the area of Paionia and Pelagonia - cdlosely
connected with the Central Balkans, as evident from both ceramic and
metal finds of the period - is rich in wheel-thrown vessels, but this tech-
nique indeed started dominating the production of ceramicware as early as
the 6th century B.C.

The sites in northern Macedonia which geographically belong to the
Central Balkans and which constituted, as it has already become certain, a
part of Paionia, are to be mentioned here in connection with the cultural
circle encompassing also the regions of eastern Kosovo and southern Ser-
bia. The similarity of the material found at the sites of this circle and their
affiliation with the material from central and eastern Macedonia proves,
once again, the connection between Paionia and the Central Balkans.
Thereby, in turn, the questioning is justified of the thesis that the transfer
of such a significant technological discovery as the wheel, from Paionia to
the north, took as long as three centuries. Except tfor being wheel-thrown,
the pottery dominating this area of Paionia and Pclagonia during the 6th
century B.C. was also gray, which is yet another technological innovation
originating from the south, from Greece. Just like the wheel it reached
Paionia and Pelagonia through Acgcan Macedonia.

During the Early Iron Age, as already mentioned, the regions of
northen Macedonia, southern Serbia and eastern Kosovo all belonged to the
same cultural circle. That area shares a great deal of cultural similarity with
the north-Paionian sites in the Bregalnica river valley, especially during the
period between the 8th and the 6th centuries B.C. That similarity is so obvi-
ous that one may almost treat them as parts of a single complex. The situ-
ation changes up to a point during the 6th century B.C. with a stronger
penetration of Hellenic influence from the south which spread through the
north-Paionian regions. This is not the case with the territories of eastern
Kosovo and southern Serbia. These, however, were never entircly left out
from the process of Hellenization, which is confirmed by the matcrial dating
from the Gth-4th centuries B.C. Whecel-thrown vessels are to be found on the
following sites: Beladevac, Hisar and Gornje Gadimlje in the castern parts of
Kosovo, and Donja Toponica, KrSevica and Oraovica in southern Serbia.

The settlement near Beladevac is known to have fragments of wheel-
thrown ccramics in its later strata.’ Most of them arc gray and, as tor their
forms, footed goblets and one urn could be recognized. They belong to

3 M. Jevii¢, 1983, 31.
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the later phasc in the life of this hillfort settlement, i.e. to the Oth cen-
tury B.C. It should bc noted that these vesscls appear along with
hand-madc pottery not any different from the onc of the previous
phasc. This would indicate that there were no population changes de-
spite the cvident difference intervening between the late and the early
horizons (a burnt-out layer and the building of the dry-stone walls)
which testifics to certain turbulent cvents followed by the excrtion of
Greek influence, wheel-thrown ceramics having been one of its re-
sults.*

The ceramics from Belacevac find its closest anatogics in the ce-
ramics from the hillfort on Hisar. There we find fragments ot wheel-
thrown vessels as well as of imported Greek ceramics.” Such
ceramicwarc has also been tound in the upper layers of two other sites
in Kosovo: Gornje Gadimlje and Cernica. Except for the information
that fragments of Saint Valentine vases were found on both sites.
there is no further data on them.®

On the territory of southern Scrbia whecel-thrown pottery was
found at the sites of Donja Toponica, Oraovica and Krsevica.

On the necropolis of Donja Toponica such finds belong to the
graves of the later phase. The tollowing was found:

- in grave 0, or beside it, a fragment of the belly of a Greek kylix
with the handle preserved (Pl L1);

- in grave 12, a handle of another kylix (or skyphos) (P11, 2);
in grave 16, a fragment of the belly of a thin-walled vesscl (PL

L. 3);

'

in grave 19, a fragmented small bowl with a broadly open rim;
in grave 20, a fragment of the belly and the bottom of a small

vessel.

V. Trbuhovi¢ dates this nccropolis into the times following the
Celtic campaign on Dclphi,” while other authors point out that the
nceropolis must have been used in two phascs, the first certainly be-
longing to the Early Iron Age.® The cxisting bibliography contains no
precise information about the more recent phasc of this necropolis.
As far as the whecl-thrown pottery of this phase is concerned, the
author says that "as a rulc" it is "thc Greck import and only by rare ex-
ception the gray Celtic ceramics". Future research will show whether
that ccramicware is indeed of Celtic origin or, as it happened many
times before, it was automatically ascribed to the Celts because of its
being wheel-thrown and gray coloured.

Oraovica-Kacipup is a hillfort settlement in the vicinity of
Prcsevo. Chronologically, it has been placed in the period from the
close of the 7th and the beginning of the 6th century up to the end of

4 N. Djuri¢, 1970. 281-299.

5 M. Jevtié, 1983, 32; N. Dj Ul’lC 1970, 290.
g M. Parovié- Pcsﬂ\an 199
8

L. and V. Trbuhovié, 19?() 42
M. Jevti¢, 1983, 28; R. Vasi¢. 1987. 674.
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the 2nd and the beginning of the 1st century B.C. Stratigraphically, it
has been divided into five horizons. The ratio of the wheel-thrown to
the hand-made pottery, within these five horizons, offers an extremely
interesting picture.

) ———
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Table 1. Statistic of the pottery from Oraovica (after M. Vukmanovié & .
Popovic)

As cxpected, the earliest horizon (V), contains a very low per-
centage of wheel-thrown ceramics - a total of (,24%. In horizon 1V
the situation is entirely different - 17,51%. Fragments of an antique
Sth-century skyphos as well as two gray bowls with inward rims, simi-
lar to the finds from KrSevica, all belong to this horizon. Horizon 111
contains as much as 41,07% of wheel-thrown ceramics, and horizon I1
- 62,69%. In terms of chronology, horizons I'V-II are not clearly differ-
entiated although they are quite detfinitely set apart from horizons V
and L. They are, thereforce, dated into the period between the Sth and
the 2nd centuries B.C. It is interesting that the pereentage of wheel-
thrown ccramics in horizon I, which clearly stands out as La Tenian,
decreases not only in comparison with the previous horizons, but the
hand-made ceramics appear to be more abundant again, as opposed
to the horizon I1. Researchers tend to explain this phenomenon as the
result of the barbarization and impoverishment which came as a logi-
cal consequence of Celtic conquests in the region.® (PL II).

It is charasteristic of the Hellenistic oppidum Krievica near
Vranje that only one fourth of the total number of vessels is hand-
made, which confirms high degree of Hellenization of this fort dating
from the 5th-4th centuries B.C.'* (PL. IIT)

An even greater degree of Hellenization has been noted at the
sites of northern Macedonia. Imported Greek vessels appcar in far
greater number, along with a greater number of locally produced

9 M.Vukmanovié, P.Popovié, 1982, 209,
10 1. Mikul&i¢, M. Jovanovié, 1968, 353-375.
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wheel-thrown gray vessels. At the same time, though, we still come
across the typical hand-made Iron Age pottery. As proven by tinds of
ceramic retuse, deformed vessels and kiln bases, a workshop produc-
ing copies of Greek painted vases cxisted at the sitc of StudeniCani
(PL. IV.1). This site dates from the 5th-4th centuries B.C.'t Such an
exceptional find has been noted neither in southern Paionia nor in
Pelagonia although these territories, being close to Greece, must have
been more Hellenized at the time.

Somewhat further north, in thc area of western and southwest-
ern Serbia, where the period is characterized by the finds of the Glasi-
nac cultural complex, the wheel-thrown ceramics were found at five
sites - two of them on the PeSter plateau: Melaje and Glogovik, two in
the vicinity of Novi Pazar: Gradina by Pazariste and Gradina on Pos-
tenje, and one in Kosovo: Romaja. The westernmost site of this com-
plex is the Bandera site close to Bela Crkva.

The site of Glogovik is known only by some fragments of var-
nished vessels,’? while more precise information is available in the
case of Mclaje and Gradina by PazariSte. Besides several tfragments of
black-varnished vessels, a hemispherical goblet on a short, conical
foot with a thickened "T"-profiled rim has been found at the sitc of
Melaje.

Fragments of wheel-thrown vessels decorated with densly dis-
tributed lines of diluted and unevenly spread red-dark brown varnish
have been tound at the site of Gradina by PazariSte. Proceeding from
their decoration, we may conclude that the vessels might have been
produced in the 7th or at the beginning of the 6th centuries B.C.13 At
the site of Gradina on Postenje, among the Iarly Iron Age ceramics a
fragment of a Saint Valentine vase has been discovered, dated by M.
Parovi¢-Pesikan into the last quarter of the Sth century B.C.'* The
Iron Agc ceramics from this sitc having not been published yet (ex-
cept for the mentioncd fragment of the Saint Valentine vase) furhter
tinds of less attractive wheel-thrown ccramics are to be expected.

At the site of Romaja (grave 1, tumulus 1) there was a fragment
of a kylix of fine fabric, fired to a reddish dark brown colour (P1. IV,
2). Grave 5 held a tfragmented spherical jug of tine fabric and reddish
surfacc (PL. 1V,3). Grave 12 held a fragment of the belly with horizon-
tal handle belonging to a wheel-thrown vesscl (P IV, 4). All threc
vessels come trom the second burial phase of the tumulus, i.e. from
the period of the 6th-5th centuries 13.C. Most of the researches (N.
Djurié, J. GliSi¢ and J. Todorovi€) consider them as Greek imports,
apparcntly because they lack evidence of them being local products

Ll 1. Mikul¢i¢, 1982, 20.

12 M. Jeviié [D83, 30

13 M. Jevtié, 1993, 8-10.

14 M. Parovié-Pesikan, 1992. 339.
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rather than because they do have evidence of them actually being im-
ported.!'s

In Bela Crkva (grave 5, tumulus I) discovery was made of en-
tircly crushed remains of a wheel-thrown thin-walled fine tabric ves-
scl. Because of its poor state of prescrvation 1t could not bc
rcconstructed, but its plaster cast reveals the shape ot a Greek
skyphos. ¢

The princely tombs of southwestern Serbia are a separate and
specific phenomenon.

The princely tomb in Novi Pazar, dating trom the closc ot the
6th and the beginning of the Sth centuries B.C., contained two im-
ported Greek vessels - a black-figure olpe with the depiction of Dyon-
isus. and a black-figure kylix with the representation of a dog. There
were no other finds of wheel-thrown vessels, not even in fragments:
whether because there had never been any or because a part of the tu-
mulus was destroyed when the Chureh ot the Holy Apostles was being
built. it still rcmains a mystery. !

The situation is somewhat different in the casc of the princcly
tomb. tumulus II to be morce precise, in Atenica. There, among the
imported ccramics, discovery was madc of a jug with a slanted cut rim,
as well as of several fragments of gray wheel-thrown ceramics which
could not be so assuredly identiticd as an import.'$

Although the Greek origin of the imported ceramics trom Novi
Pazar and Atcnica is mdlsput(nblu not all the authors agree as to the
route by which these ceramics reached the Central Balkans. While
some believe that they arrived via southern Italy along with other lux-
ury items found in princely tombs, others allow for the possibility
that the Macedonian route was used.?

The same dating and the same dilemma concerning the routes
of import applies to the princely tomb in Pilatovici and its material (a
considerable amount of ceramic fragments of Greek origin). Unfortu-
nately, the material from Pilatoviéi has not been entircly published.
The situation with the niaterial from Pecka Banja is similar. It is for
this rcason that we lack both a complete picture of the phenomenon
of princely tombs in our parts and an insight into the nature of the
material which they kept.?!

In the Great Morava basin, wheel-thrown ceramics appear at
the sites of Sarina Medja and Crvene Livadc close to Jagodina, in the
village of Majur at the site of Obala, at the site ot Stubline in Supska,
in Ljuljaci and at the sites of Zvezdana and Gaj-Novine by Bunar.

N. Djuri¢. J. Glisié, J. Todorovi¢, 1975, 108,
16 M. Garaganin, D). Grarasanin, 1958, 30,
;. Mano-Zisi, I] Popovié. 1969, {3, T -1 R, Vasié, 1987, 644-646.
M] 1)|Iui\n|L B Jovanovic. 1966, 49-50. T.XX VI M. Jeviié, 1983, 21: R. Vasié, 1987, 646.
19 A Palavestra, 1984,
20 R Vasié. 1987, 6435.048: M. Parovi¢-Pesikan, 1988,
21 AL Palavestra, 1984, 59, 60
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In the later horizon of the Sarina Medja site there were frag-
ments of gray wheel-thrown ceramics which M. Stoji¢ trcats as
skyphos imitations,?? along with the find from Stubline by Supska.?
The author is convinced that these two finds, as well as those from the
sites of Zvezdana and Gaj-Novine in Bunar, belong to the same hori-
zon. In all of thesc cases we are dealing with locally manutactured ves-
scls characterized by thin walls, fine fabric and gray colour.

The third stratum of the Crvence Livade site also held some frag-
ments of thin-walled wheel-thrown vessels of gray or dark brown col-
our. For rcasons alrcady mentioned, as in the case of the above
quoted finds, the author identifies thein as parts of skyphos and cx-
presses doubts as to their belonging to this layer. This reasoning is
based on the widcly aceepted premise that thc local production on the
wheel began with the arrival of the Scordisci.

The material found at the site of Obala near the village of Ma-
jur is deseribed by M. Jevtic® as "a few finds of ceramics which could
be dated into the larly Iron Age and were found beneath a layer con-
taining gray wheel-thrown ceramics”. Morce precise information about
the layers or the quantity of this pottery is published ncither in this
book nor in the preliminary report by S, Vetnic.??

At Ljuljaci, within tumulus I, the discovery was made of a ce-
ramic jug (one of the rare catirely preserved examples). along with
several fragments of wheel-thrown vessels. It is this jug, among other
finds, which helps dating this site into the end of the 6th and in the Sth
centuries B.C.28 (PLL4).

The northernmost  site holding  wheel-thrown  ceramics s
Ruzenka, located to the south of Mllhljlov(lt on the Danube. Several
larger fragments of whecl-thrown vesscels of conical shape, having tine
fabric and light brown colour, were discovered in a pit.?” Further in-
formation on the character of this find is not available in literaturce.

Al the sites mentioned so tar belong, cither continuously or in
at lcast one phasc of their existence, to the period between the 6th
and the 4th centuries B.C. These are the times when Celts were not
yet present in these regions and gray wheel-thrown pottery alrcady
outnumbcered hand-made products in the neighbouring territory of
Paionia. The Larly Tron Age sites in the Central Balkans containing
wheel-thrown ceramics reveal an carly Flellenization of the region at
the time, of which the obvious and indisputable finds of Greek im-
ports arc not the only proof. Indeed, for the insight into the phenome-
non of Hellenization the other group of wheel-thrown vesscls may

M. Stojic. 1986, 82, T, 35/0.
M. Stop¢. 19806, T, 35710.
24 M. Stojc, 1980, 82.
M. Stojic, 1986, 80-82.
M Jevig, 1983, 15.
37 8. Vemnid 1967, 43,
28 D). Srejovid, 108971990, 149. 7" 1, 4.
29 M. Ieviic, 1983, 12,
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appear to be far more significant: those whose quality excludes their
being defined as import, but which reveal the adoption of Grecek influ-
ence by the Paleo-Balkan tribes of the region in the sphere ot every-
day life. Bearing in mind the fact that the number is not negligible of
the sites in the Central Balkans holding wheel-thrown pottery which
cannot be reliably identified as imported, the near future may bring a
revised dating of the first local usc of the wheel into the sth century
B.C. at the latest. The discovery of a potter’s workshop at StudenicCani
scems to be an encouragement in that direction.

Translated by Jelena Ldeljan

BPEMEHCKHA OKBHMPH MNMPBE JOKAJTHE YINOTPELE BUTIA
HA LEHTPAJTHOM BAJKAHY

Pesume

[IpoGneny nojaBe BHTAA Ha NeHTpaJHoM BankaHy mo cama umnje moknamaHa veha
naxma. JeIHOM DOCTaBJbeHA TeopHja Aa cy KenTu noHenw BHTAO Ha OBe MPOCTOpE On-
cTana je cse go AaHac. OBa TBPAIbA, 3ACHOBAHA HA HCTPa KMBatbuMa y [loayHapmy, npe-
HOLLUEHA je ayTOMATCKH Ha yHTas npoctop neHtpaanor bankana. Tako ce moroamnno ga
CYy CBM HQJIa3H CHBe KepaMHKe paheHe Ha BHTHY mpunucaBanu Kentuma, nako To He
Mopa yBeK OUTH cnydaj, nOroToBo Kafgd 3HAMO 1 NOY3AaHO YTBpHeHHX KeATCKIIX JoKa-
anTerta jyXHo o Cape H JyHana uMa yeTHpd W To TpH Y3 JLyHaB, i caMo jefaH jy KHuje,
y3 Mopaby (['pamau xon Jleckopua). Octann Hanasn Kepamuke pabeHe Ha BHTAY Koju
npiuNagajy cTapHjeM TBO3JeHOM A00y MPOrNALLABAHH CY TPYKHM HMOOpTOM, 0e3 game
nposepe Aa JIH je TAKBa TEPIrba onpaBaaHa.

Unmennna Aa ce 3a NPeKo TpHAECET NYONHKOBAHHX HAN AeMUMHYHO NYOANKo-
BAHUX JIOKAJNHTETA CTapHjer rposfeHor goba matnpaHnx ox VI mo IV B.ce. 3Ha Oa cy
MMaJiu Kepamiuky pabeHy Ha pHTAY rosopH o 036MJbHOCTH oBe Mojase, Kojy He Tpeba 3a-
HEMApUTH.

Ocum Tora, npoctop [leoHnje u [lenaronnje Koju je GO TECHO MoOBE3aH €A LEH-
TpanuuM BankaHom, UITO ce BHAM KAKO HA KEPAMHUH TAKO H HA METWJIHUM HAJA3MMa
TOr BpeMeHa, He caMo Ja HMa nocyla pahbeHHX Ha BAUTAY, seh oBaj HAUMH paar JOMUHM -
pa y KepamHukoj nponykunujn seh oo VI B.c.e.

Hanasumrra crapujer reozaeHor go6a neHTpaiHor bankana Ha KojuMa UMa xepa-
MHuKe pabeHe Ha BHTIY NMOKa3yjy Y KOJAHKOj MePH je oBaj MpocTop XeneHH3MpaH beh y
OBO BpeMe H TO He CaMO OYHTJAEOHHM H HEOCNOPHHM HAJMA3HMa rpykor iMmopra. 3a mo-
jaBy XenenHszannje, Morja 6 OHTH MHOro 3HAYaJHHja OHA Jpyra rpyna Hajasza Ha BHTHY
paheHH X Mocyda Koje ce CBOjJAM KBAJHTETOM HE MOTY CBPCTATH Yy UMIOPT, a Koje mokKa-
3yjy, jolll YBeK CTHI/bHBO NPHXBATalbe FPUYKHX YTHLAja y cepH CBAKOOHEBHOT KHBOTA
NPHNAJAHUKA NaneobaNKaAHCKNX MJeMeHa ca oBHX mpocTopia. C ob63npoM da Gpoj noka-
NUTeTA NeHTpadHor BalkaHa xoju HMajy KepaMHKy paBeHy Ha BHTIY 34 KOjy ce He
Moxe ca curypHowrhy pehd Aa je HMNOPTOBAHA HHje 3aHEMapJbiB, MOXKe Ce OYEeKHBATH Y
ckopHjoj 6ynyhHocTH noMepake NAaTOBaKA NPBE JOKANHE NPOH3BOAE HA BUTHY, AKO HE
npe, oHo Gap ox V p.c.e. UHHH ce Oa Hanas rpHyYapcke pagHoHnne 3 CTydeHHYaHa
oxpabpyje y ToM mpapuy.
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Map 1: 1. Brazda, 2. Studeniéani, 3. Skopje - Kale, 4. Govrlevo - GradiSte, 5. Varvara -

Kale, 6. Sredni Nerezi, 7. Oraovica, 8. Krevica, 9. Donja Toponica, 10. Gomje Gadimlje,

11. Hisar, 12. Cernica, 13. Beladevac, 14. Melaje, 15. Glogovik, 16. Novi Pazar - Petrova

crkva, 17. Postenje - Gradina, |8. Pazariste - Gradina, 19. Romaja, 20. Pe¢ka Banja,

21. Pilatoviéi, 22. Atenica, 23. Bela Crkva, 24. Gaj-Novine, 25. Zvezdana - Bunar,

%6. Ljuljaci, 27. Supska - Stubline, 28. Majur - Obala, 29. Crvene livade, 30. Sarina Meda,
1. Ruzenka.





