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PAGES FROM THE HISTORY OF THE AUTARIATAE
AND TRIBALLOI

Abstract.- According to Strabo (VII, 5, 11), the Autariatac were the best and largest Illyrian
tribe which, at the apex of its power, vanquished the Triballoi and other Illyrian and Thracian
tribes. The author discusses the information offered by classical sources and, as others before
him, connects them with archaeologically documented groups in the central Balkans, the
Glasinac and Zlot groups.

Among the scarce information left by the classical authors regarding
events in the central Balkans during the Iron Age we have singled out as par-
ticularly important the conflict between the Autariatae and the Triballoi, from
which the former emerged victorious. True, several dramatic events shook the
central Balkans at that time - it suffice to mention the Celtic invasion in the late
4th and early 3rd centuries B. C., when the Celts reached Greece - but those in-
volved peoples and groups that had come from elsewhere and cannot be con-
sidered Balkanic. The Autariatae and the Triballoi, on the contrary, can be clas-
sified as central Balkanic tribes with a fair amount of certainty, and therefore
their conflict was truly one of the central events of palaco-Balkanic history.

According to Strabo (VII, 5, 11), the Autariatae were the finest and big-
gest Illyrian tribe. They fought and vanquished the Triballoi as well as other II-
lyrians and Thracians. This passage from Strabo was extensively discussed by lin-
guists, historians, and archaeologists, who finally agreed to date the conflict dis-
cussed in it to before the middle of the 5th c. B. C. Namely, in the second half
of the 4th c., at the time of Alexander’s expedition against the Triballoi, the
Autariatae were referred to as a weak and harmless tribe, and after the 4th c.
they disappeared from historical sources altogether;! this means that they were

! F. Papazoglu, The Central Balkan Tribes in Pre-Roman times, Amsterdam 1978, 90 ff.
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at their most powerful at least a few centuries earlier. On the other hand, during
the reign of Philip II, the Triballoi were rather irksome enemies to Macedonia,
which provoked Alexander’s expedition against them in 335; they had campaigned
against Abdera in 376-375, and in 424 had scored successes against Sitalca, the
powerful ruler of the Odrysian kingdom.2 All this indicates that the Triballoi were
a considerable power after the middle of the 5th c. and that their defeat in the con-
flict with the Autariatae should, therefore, be dated before that time.

Archaeological exploration of the Iron Age in the Central Balkans, chiefly
the area between the rivers Drina to the west and Iskar to the east where, ac-
cording to classical sources, the two tribes lived,> has largely confirmed
historians’ opinions. In this paper I shall connect archaeological material with
historical sources and attempt to interpret some forms of portable material as
characteristic of the two tribes’ material culture. It is an honour and a pleasure
for me to contribute to this volume of Balcanica, devoted as it is to our renowned
colleague Nikola Tasi¢, whose excavation of Zlotska peéina and discovery of rich
Iron Age material at the site initiated the study of tribal material culture in these
parts.!

Two important cultural groups were in existence between the Drina and
Iskar in the Iron Age. Named after the Glasinac plateau in eastern Bosnia,
famous for its thousands of mounds and dozens of hillforts for over a century,
the Glasinac culture, in the west, was spread over eastern Bosnia, southeastern
Serbia, and northern Montenegro, and its influence was felt in neighbouring
regions too, as witness the large number of artefacts found there. The group
originated in the Bronze Age, but reached its apex in the 7th and 6th centuries
B. C., with a combination of indigenous and foreign elements. Although the im-
portance of the Glasinac group was on the wane from the second half of the Sth
c., it lived on until the late 3rd/early 4th c. B. C,, the accepted date of the latest
of graves on the Glasinac plateau and in the Poblaéenica river valley near Priboj.®
Historical research has shown that it is preciesely in this area - southeast Bosnia,
southwest Serbia, northern Montenegro — that we should locate the nucleus of
the Autariatae; considering what we know of the history of the tribe, the
Autariatae might well be connected with the Glasinac group.

The other group, to the east, here named Zlot-Sofronievo after the well-
known sites in eastern Serbia and northwest Bulgaria, was present in the region
between the Morava and Iskar rivers, and is archaeologically less clear. Also, it
is chronologically limited to the 7th and 6th centuries B. C. However, common
features in burial customs and portable material, especially metal artefacts,
allow us to describe this as a comparatively influential cultural group.* The most

2 bid., 1011.

3 Ibid., see map at the end of the volume.

4 N. Tasié, Zlotska pecina, Bor 1968; N. Tasié, Osnovni rezultati istraZivanja u Zlotskoj pe¢ini
i nalazi%ta na Derdapu, Materijali SADJ V1, Bor, 1969.

$ B. Covi¢, Glasinacka grupa in Praistorija jugoslavenskih zemalja V, 575 .

8 R. Vasié, Moravsko-timocka oblast in Praistorija jugoslavenskih zemalja V, 660 ff.
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typical artefacts are probably rectangular openwork belts, decorated with rows
of triangles and concentric circles; they were found chiefly in the region under
consideration, but also in Macedonia and Greece to the south and, to the west,
as far as Srem and northern Bosnia. (Fig. 1).’

According to classical sources, the geographic area peopled by the Tribal-
loi coincided more or less with that covered by the Zlot-Sofronievo group, which
means that the two might be related. In this connection it is interesting to note
that the Zlot-Sofronievo group, as far as we know, disappeared from east Serbia
in the Sth c., but its cultural development continued in northwest Bulgaria,
though with changes in some cultural traits. This could mean that the Triballoi,
pushed east from the Morava valley and eastern Serbia, concentrated around
Vrace in northwest Bulgaria, where some centres of the tribe had already ex-
isted; from there, no longer interested in the central Balkans, they turned cast
to Thrace and the rich and prosperous Greek colonies on the northern Aegean
shores, which offered better opportunities for looting and plundering than the
impoverished tribes in the Morava valley to the west.® Available data from the
history of the Triballoi in the Sth and 4th centuries support this theory. Further
proof is offered by late-Sth-c. and 4th-c. archaeological material from northwest
Bulgaria, where grave goods and hoards often contain precious artefacts of
Greek or Thraco-Getian provenance, or at least executed in a similar style.?

Before the final parting of the ways between the Autariatae and the Triballoi,
sometime in the first half of the 5th c., there probably existed cultural ties and con-
tacts between them, typical of a certain period in the Bronze Age of the central
Balkans. Due to incomplete data on portable material belonging to the Zlot group,
comparisons between the material cultures of Glasinac and Zlot in the 6th c. are
not entirely possible. Yet, arguing for a degree of cultural uniformity in the central
Balkans at a given point, we shall enumerate some obvious parallels.

Based on different foundations, the pottery of the two groups has little in
common, but we must here single out the two-handled cups from Vrtiste near
Ni$ and Arareva gomila at Glasinac, which could be close in shape and date.!
Similarities are more evident in the case of metal artefacts. The material from
Glasinac published so far does not contain a single openwork belt, but per-
forated belt clasps and decorative plates from Glasinac are reminiscent of Zlot
openwork belts.!! On the other hand, the round belt plates from Zlot and Vlasko

? R. Vasi¢, The Openwork Belts and the Early Iron Age Chronology in the Northern Balkans,
Arch. lugoslavica XII, 1971, 1 ff,; K. Kilian, Trachizubehor der Eisenzeit zwischen Agiis und Adria,
Priih. Zeitschrift 50, 1975, T. 84, 1.

8 M. Stoji¢, Gvozdeno doba u basenu Velike Morave, Beograd-Svetozarevo 1986, 102 ff.

% U. Benenuxos, Hosoolixpuilio ilipaxufickoe Moiuano Goipebenue e3e Bpaya,
Apxeanorun VIIL 1, 1966; B. Huxonos, I'pobruya 11l oi Moiusancxaiiia moiuna ese Bpaya,
Apxeonoius 1X, 1, 1967; A. Fol, B. Nikolov, R. F. Hoddinott, The New Thracian Treasury from
Rogozen, Bulgaria, British Museum, 1986.

10 A, Benac - B. Covi¢, Glasinac 2, Sarajevo 1957, T. 40, 2; R. Vasié, in Praistorija
jugoslavenskih zemalja V, T, 68, 2.

1 Ct. A. Benac - B. Covi¢, op. cit., T. 23, 11-12.
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Selo show obvious links with Glasinac material.!* We are inclined to believe that
a bronze bowl from Sofronievo, imported from the south, could also be con-
nected with Glasinac.!* Namely, several bronze vessels of a similar kind, also im-
ported from the south, have been unearthed at Glasinac;! one of them might
have been sent to a tribal chieftain or plundered in a skirmish with the
Autariatae. There is no conclusive evidence to support this theory, but it should
be noted that the Sofronievo vessel is the oldest Greek vessel in Bulgaria, and
that its only parallels in the Balkans are to be found in the Glasinac group. Fur-
ther research on the Zlot group will probably provide more clues. Finally, we
must single out the two-piece arc fibulae with stilts in the shape of Boeotian
shields, which were widespread in the central Balkans, both in the Glasinac and
the Zlot-Sofronievo groups. Due to the large number of such finds at Glasinac,
this type of fibula was initially called "Glasinac type", but more recent research
has shown that it was no less frequent between the Morava and the Iskar, and
it now seems impossible to link it with a single cultural group. From the central
Balkans (Fig. 2) the fibula spread everywhere, and was at its most popular in the
late 7th and early 6th centuries B. C.!S At that time it was found throughout a
very extensive area of southeast Europe and, from an aesthetic point of view, its
form reached the apex of development in the hands of local workshops in the
central Balkans, before the indigenous material culture was significantly af-
fected by Greek and Italic influences.

With these few remarks we would like to wind up our comparison between
the Glasinac and Zlot groups for the time being, underlining once again that the
insufficient data on the Zlot-Sofronievo group, especially in our parts, preclude
a more profound analysis of material culture. It can be said, in any case, that two
powerful tribes emerged in the central Balkans at a certain point during the Iron
Age, between the late 7th and early Sth centuries B. C. Drawn into alliances with
them, smaller neighbouring tribes lost in significance and their own names were
neglected, which is reflected, to a certain extent, in the writings of classical
authors. A possible example might be that of the Dardanians, an ancient
Balkanic tribe, which is not mentioned in written sources before the second half
of the 4th century and plays an important role only after the 3rd century, i. €.
after the decline of the Autariatae and Triballoi,' though it must have lived in
the central Balkans long before that.

Historians and archaeologists should, therefore, closely cooperate in the
search for solutions to a wide range of questions concerning the protohistory of

2D, Gergova, Friih- und dltereisenzeitliche Fibeln in Bulgarien, PBF XIV, Milnchen, 1987,
58, A7; Z. Stanojevié, Novi nalazi starijeg gvozdenog doba iz Zlota, Zbornik radova Muzeja rudarstva
i metalurgije 5/6, Bor 1987/90, 26, Fig. 3a.

13 B. Hinsel, Beitrige zur regionalen und chronologischen Gliederung der dlteren Hallstastzeit
an der unteren Donau, Bonn 1976, T. 68, 7.

W R. Vasi¢, Green Bronze Vessels found in Yugoslavia, Ziva Antika, 32, 2, 185 1.

13T, Bader, Die Fibeln in Rumanien, PBF XIV, 6, Milnchen 1983, 85 fI. T. 49; d. Gergova,
op. cit., 47 fL.

16 F. Papazoglu, op. cit., 135 1.
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the Central Balkans; only a comparison of their results can yield satisfactory
answers. It is to be hoped that joint study of the Iron Age in the central Balkans
will help clarify many problems in the future.

HEKOJIMKO CTPAHVILIA M3 HCTOPHUIE AYTAPHIATA U TPHUBAJIA

Pe3une

Hajanauajunju norahaj w3 ucropuje npeapuMckux nicMena Llenrpamior Bankaua xoju
je ocrao 3abenexen KOR aHTHYKHX mHcalla jecte Cyxob ABa cHaXHa IneMcHa, AyTapHjaTa K
TpuGana u nobena Ayrapujata y ToM oxpuiajy. I'paxu reorpag Crpabon, Koju JOHOCH OBaj
NOMATaK, HC KaX¢e H3PHIMTO Kana ce Cykob 3010, a1 ce Y3 HIBECHE Pelepse MOXE 3aKILYTHTH
na je no cyxobGa mouLO Herme y mpaoj nonosHHM V mexa mpe H. €. AyTapHjaTH HecCTajy ca
HCTOpHjcKe moljopHMue kpajeM IV mexa mpe H.c. ma ce MOXe NPETNOCTABHTH Ha cy Gumm
BEAMKO W MONHO TICMC IHATHO Mpe osor BpeMeHa. TpuGanu Cy, HaNPOTHB, ¥ APYTOj BONOBUHM
IV aexa cHaXHH, AJICKCAHIAP ¥ TO BPEME OpraHH3yje excneammjy Ha cepep na 61 Mx ysmpwo,
a npe Tora 376/S. Hananajy AGnepy Ha o6anH Erejcxor Mopa a 424. r. patyjy ycCnemHO npoTHD
mohHor onpujcxor xpana Curanka. Osu nosauy Taxobe yxasyjy Ha apeMe mpe cpemune V
BCK3 Mpe H. €. Kao Moryhu natym HHxoBor cyxoGa ca AyrapujaTiMa. CBH ropc HaBCACHH
norahaju ynyhyjy Ha HHXOBO ycCMepaBaibe K8 jyry M MCTOKY a He K& 3anajy, OAHOCHO MOTAYHO
HOBM CMCP HHXOBHX HHTEpeCa INTO je YCACAWIO MocAc NOpasa O CTpaHe AyTapHjara.

Haxo osaj 3axnyvax Moxe na Gyae npuxsaheH ca peicpsoM, TpeGa HamoMeHyTH ma
apXcOJIOWIKY NOAAIM NORYNHPY oBakBy mpetnocrasky. Haume, Ha TepuTOpHjH Ha K0joj Cy ce
HAJIAWTH NpeMa HCTOPHYapHMa AyTapHjaTH, jaB/ba ce BeTHKa H MohHa racHHaYka KyaTypHa
rpyna - Ha npocropy ucrodiie Bocte, jyrozananie CpGuje u cesepiic Lipie Iope, wju spxyHan
nana y xpaj VI u npey nonosuHy V sexa npe H. . 'pyna noTmnyHo 3aMHpe W HecCTaje Herae
xpajen IV wm mowerxom III nexa.

Hcropusapn cumeurrajy TpuGane y npoctop uaMcly pexa Bennxe Mopase u Hckepa
y cenepo3anaaHoj Byrapckoj. Onae ce MOXe apXeonofliki KOHCTATOBaTH KyATypHa rpyna 3nor-
CocpoHHeBo, He Tako jaCHO HW3paXeHa Kao rJacHHadYKa Irpyna H XpOHOJOUIKH OrpaHHMYcHa
camo Ha VII u VI nex npe H. c. ITocne Tora XOHTHHYHTCT ce MpeKHAa, y RonuHH Mopase
u McroHoj Cpbuju MoXe cc KOHCTaTOBATH OCHpOMAIICH.C MaTcpHjaia Koju HC momymTa
npeuMlHuje 3aKiLydKe, y ceBepolananioj Byrapckoj apxeonolmxH MaTepHjan yxasyje Ha CHaXHe
pese ca Tpaxujom u MaxemoHujom.

AyTop npeTnocTaBLa fa je npe cyxoba Ayrapujara v Tpubana nocrojana Mely HuMa
pasMcHa nobapa H KyJITypHH KOHTaKTH KOjH Cy Tpajasii jeaHO BpeMe, MOX/A BHILE ACHCHHja
W KOjH Cy PEIyATHpaNH CTBapacM HCKE BPCTC 3ajCAHHYKHX KApAKTCPHCTHKA Y KYATYpH
Uenrpanior Bankaka Tora ao6a. Hexe unanumje 3a To nocroje. Hajynewatausujn npumep
cy aponetnacte JytHe ¢ubyne ca Horom y obnmky GeoTcxor WITHTA, KapaKTCPHCTHHE 32
apyry nonosuHy VII u VI sexa npe H. c¢. Panuje cy amaHe .raacHHaske” no seaHxoM 6pojy
oBux ¢ubyna HabcHHMX Ha FNACHHEYKOj BHCOPaBHHM, anW y MOCACAHC BPECME MO WECTHM
HanauMa osor obumxa y CpGuju, Byrapcxoj 1 Maxcmuuju MOXE ce pchH fa Cy OHE THNHYaH
neHTpanHobankanckn o6NMK MaTepHjanHe KyAaType Koju Haj6osme onpaxasa KyJTypHY
nose3zaHocT oBHx obnactu y apyroj nonosunu VII u VI sexy npe H. e.
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Fig. 1 The distribution of openwork belts
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Fig. 2 The distribution of two-piece arc fibulae with stilts in the shape of Boeotian shields
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