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The subject of this pa&er are the products of archaic Greek
craftsmanship found on the territory of the Central Balkans.
The appearance of these imported goods in the archaeological
pattern of the Eearly Iron Age in these parts poses a series
of problems while offering different possible solutions.

Although the finds from Glasinac, Trebeniite, Atenica, Novi
Pazar have been the subject of exhaustive studies,! placing this
problem in a broader context of the Early Iron Aﬁe in Europe
could offer new possibilities for interpretation.? Therefore, this
paper has been conceived as an attempt to reconstruct the
social and economic circumstances of the period when this
phenomenon noted and already scientifically researched, first appea-
red. This approach required the application of knowledge gathered
by other sciences related to archaeology, principally history and
social anthropology.

The first question in a paper conceived in this way has
to be the cause for the presence of Greek products in the
Balkan hinterland. It is, therefore, necessary to study the social
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and economic conditions of life of both communities taking part
in the contact.

Two historical facts have most often been cited in archaeolo-
gical literature as the causes of Greek imports in the Balkans:
chanfes in the social organization of the barbarian tribes and
the forming of a social class of tribal aristocracy, and, on the
other hand, the strenghtening and expansion of the Persian
Empire, which disrupted the life of Greeks in Asia Minor, and,
later, in Greece itself3

The social stratification of the tribal community and the
formation of a social class of tribal aristocracy is a phenomenon
characteristic of the level of social development of most of the
inhabitants in Europe in the 7th century B.C.4 Important evidence
at the disposal of archaeology in the study of this phenomenon
are the tombs of tribal chiefs — elaborate constructions with opu-
lent offerings. Products of Greek craftsmanship were nearly always
found as part of their inventory.’ Therefore, the crater from
Vix,® which was part of the grave inventory of a Celtic princess,
is the reflection of the same social process as the bronze vessels
from the tumuli of the Glasinac warriors. The basic question
which this paper will seek to answer is what kind of process
took place.

On the other hand, the interest of the Greeks for trade
with the barbarian hinterland has been explained by changes
in the political and economic situation on their eastern borders,
where the Persian Empire was gradually becoming a major power.
Conquering the states of Asia Minor with which the Ionian
Greeks had peaceful relations, this new power disturbed the
geopolitical balance. In the middle of the 6th century B.C. (B.C.
546). Persian Emperor Cyrus conquered Lydia, a kingdom with
firm, friendly ties with the Greek poleis on the eastern shores
of the Aegean sea. The Greeks were thus faced with a serious
peril which obstructed their free activity in the eastern market.
They were forced to look for new countries in which to exchange
their products.

This great historical event doubtlessly influenced the situation
in the Balkans, but it appears that it did not necessarily have to
have been decisive. Namely, as P. Alexandrescu wrote: “We have.. ..
no indices whatsoever that the relations between Persia and
Athens suffered from the economic point of view”? at the time
when these two states were at war. Greek attitude towards economy
and trade was substantially different from that of theoreticians

s M. ’; A. Palavestra, 1984; R. Vasi¢, 1965, 1983, 1987.
4 A 1987.
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from the 18th century and onwards. Anthony Snodgrass? evalua-
ting the economic activity of the Greeks of the Archaic Period,
arnived at the conclusion that a very limited number of these
decisions were made consciously, and that the majority of
economic realities were the result of political decisions, or,
even more indirectly, of changes in moral values. The basic
economic activities of 7th and 6th century Greece were, according
to A. Snodgrass, agriculture, war and cult. Trade and crafts
were activites of lesser importance, left to the social groups
with greatly reduced political rights, or with none at all —
the metics and slaves®. It is also important that the polis
itself did not take part in the trade enterprises of its citizens,
nor did it associate political with commercial interests. Activities
in the Greek polis, except for war, were largely left to private
initiative.’® Therefore, it is not very likely tﬁat the changes in
political relations in the East conditioned such a radical change
in the trade plans of the Greeks.

The history of the Graeco-Persian Wars backs up the argu-
ments for this view of relations in the Balkans in the 7th and
6th centunies B. C. The Persian Empire was, in fact, expanding,
but the Greeks, even those living in Ionia, were not aware of
the danger threatening them until the second half of the 6th
century, when it became imminent!!, Judging by their war plans
and negotiations, the Greeks living in the homeland were long
since convinced that a quick joint action against the Persians
was not imprescindible Having all this in mind, it is possible
to interpret the appearance of luxury Greek goods in the possession
of the Balkan tribal aristocracy in a different way. The events
in the East certainly had repercussions in the Balkans, but it
could have happened only later, at the beginning of the 5th
century B. C., when the contact between the Greeks and the
barbarians was already established, and when the Glasinac
princes had already been buried with the oldest bronze vessels.
It is, therefore, necesary to search for the causes and possibili-
ties for this contact at a much earlier date.

Colonisation, which the Greeks undertook towards the end
of the 8th century B. C. changed the political, economic, cultural
and demographic patterns of the Old World. Although there are
numerous incompatible theses on what first led the Greeks to
settle in new countries!?, it cannot be doubted that the lack of
arable land and natural resources figured prominently in their
decision. The Hellenes settled on the shores of the Mediterranean,

8 A. Snodgrass, 1980, 124.
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and their presence in this region influenced the life of the
autochtonous population. This completely different, and in many
ways more developed culture, with which they came into direct
contact, opened up mew possibilities of thinking and behaving.
Written sources!® and epigraphic material’* both indicate that
some barbarians took part in the life of the new settlements on
the shores, learning and accepting new customs and fashions,
sometimes completely abandoning their kinsmen. Of course, the
contacts between Greek oolonists and the barbarians more
often resulted in the exchange of goods and information beneficial
to both sides.

From this we can conclude that at the moment when the
earliest Archaic Greek import appeared in the Central Balkans,
at the end of the 7th century B. C. (Ilijak, tumulus II, ve 1),
two peoples met, one of which was in full expansion anfrsaeeking
space for further development, and the other one which was under:
going important internal changes and forming a new social
group — the tribal aristocracy. The founding of Dyrrachium,
a colony of Corcyra, in 625 B. C., could be the point in space
and time when this contact came about.

The nature of the Greek products which ended up in the
Balkan hinterland could shed more light on the problem. First
of all, it is important to point out t we are speaking only
of a limited quantity of archaeological material, even if the
possibility of new discoveries is allowed for. Most of the
material consists of finely executed metal vessels. The pottery
is of far inferior quality, and less numerous. The rest is made
up of warriors equipment, mainly armour, golden jewellery
and glass beads. The meager quantity and lack of variety in
the material make untenable the hypothesis that Greek products
in eastern Bosnia and Serbia were to be found there as a
consequence of commercial ties with Greek cities of the southern
Adriatic, the Hellespont or southern Italy. However, the prominent
place of metal vessels in this material, both in quality of
execution and quantity of material found, points to the possibility
that the cause of contact between Greeks and the barbarians
could be explained by the role ascribed to these objects in the
Old World. An explanation is put forward in the analysis of the
term keimelia offered by Franz Fischer?®,

Communities which did not possess the knowledge of writing,
i.e., the possibility of recording their important diplomatic
treaties in writing, had to mark their alliances in other ways.
The Old-Greek word keimelion denotes objects, primarily precious

13 Herodot, 1V, 76, 78—80.

14 S, Anamali, 1970; V. Blavatsky, 1971; E. Coundrachi, 1970; D. Ren-
dié¢-Miocevi¢, 1950—1951; V. Togi, 1972, 1973.

15 F. Fischer, 1973.
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metal vessels, but also horses and women, obtained as war
booty, or awarded as specially significant mementoes or honours.
This mode of behaviour has been recorded in the Homeric
poems, Caesar 's war memories and in old Irish tradition. As
the Central Balkan barbarians certainly did not possess the art
of writing at the time when they made contact with the Greek
colonists, and as their social organization can in many ways
be considered similar to that of the Gallic tribes described by
Caesar, it could be surmised that this custom was a part of
their traditon.

The historical pattern at the moment when the earliest
products of Greek craftsmanship where buried with the Glasinac
prince (as described above), and the possible interpretation
of the meaning that these objects had for the tribal chiefs leave
open the question — what sort of treaty the autochtonous
population of the Balkan hinterlands made with the Greeks
settled in the southern Adriatic. A possible answer is based on
information about the mature of the Early Iron Age culture in
these parts offered by prehistorians'®. These predominantly
warring tribes were at similar material and cultural levels, even
though they were ethnically heterogenous. In constant conflict
over territories, they kept altering the political map of the
Central Balkans, and thus placed modern researchers in a difficult
situation??. At the time when the earliest archaeological evidence
of contact between Greeks of the Archaic Period and the Balkan
barbarians was established (grave 1, tumulus II on Ilijak, middle
of the 7th century B. C.), an important military and political
power in the Balkan hinterland were the Autariatae tribe, who
apparentlg' lived in the area which is now eastern Bosnia. The
sphere of strong Autariatae influence stretched to the shores
of what is now Albania, an area in which new Greek cities
were founded!®. The survival of the Greek colonies on the
southern Adriatic thus depended on good diplomatic relations
with this tribe. Therefore, the bronze vessels represented material
confirmation of a treaty on peaceful relations in the territory
they shared.

The attribution of the Greek material to particular produc-
tion centres in the Greek world and the determination of the
roads by which the goods arrived in the centre of the Balkans
take up a large and imlportant part of the pafers so far published
on this subject?®. Conclusions on the place of origin of individual

1 B. Covi¢, 1987; A. Palavestra, 1984.
1972 171 B. Covi¢, 1967; F. Papazoglu, 1969; D. Srejovié, 1979; R. Vasi¢,
18 B. Covié, 1987.
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objects definitely represent a significant contribution to the
solving of the problem of Greek imports in the Central Balkans.
The question of routes by which the goods travelled, however,
has to be treated differently, in view the hypotheses described
above. The reasons which cast doubt on the hypothesis of the
rincipally commercial character of the connections between the
arbarian Balkans and the Greek world have already been
mentioned — very important being the small quantity of
material, which would not justify the long and dangerous journey
from the places of manufacture to the places where they were
found. Another important argument is that the earliest Greek
objects found in these parts could not, by their character, belong
to regular commercial transactions, as they had special character
and significance, both for the manufacturers and for those
they were buried with?. The type of bronze vessel found in the
tumuli of the Glasinac princes in the second half of the 7th
century is connected with Greek religious beliefs, and, as such,
was certainly not produced for mere commercial purposes. The
fact that these objects were put in the graves of a barbarian
princes does not necessarily mean that the inhabitants of the
Balkans adopted Greek religious beliefs, but certainly backs up
the hypothesis that Greek bronze vessels had the special meaning
of marking the high status of tribal chiefs. When the problem is
put like this, the answer offered by the construction of a trade
route using convenient natural communications is not satisfactory.
This type of conclusion is rendered particularly difficult by
the fact that Greek products attributed to different, sometimes
very distant, production centres sometimes turn up in closed
archaeological assemblages. A case in point is the earliest known
assemblage of these objects, the warrior’s grave in Ilijak. A bronze
vessel with an embossed rim and a vessel with a ribbed belly,
both products connected with Itallic production centres, were
found in the same grave with a skyphos analogous to the pieces
found at the Athenian Acropolis®.
The contradictions described above can be reconciled by
a different reconstruction of the manner in which the Greek
products became the possession of the Balkan tribal aristocracy.
Dyrrachium is in a dominant position, as a port on the
naval route from the Greek homeland to Magna Graecia. This
fact was probably one of the decisive factors in the choice
of location for the founding of the new settlement. At Dyrrachium,
as at other ports, trading ships carrying goods from one end of
the Mediterranean to the other exchanged part of their cargoes
for local goods?. Products from distant regions can thus be

» F. Fischer, 1973.

21 A, Benac, B. Covié, 1957; B. Covié, 1983; M. Parovi¢-Pe$ikan, 1960.
22 R. J. Hopper, 1979.
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found in all ports of the Greek world; they arrived there as
a result of exchange between the Greeks themselves. The inhabi-
tants of southern Adriatic towns freely used these goods in their
diplomatic ventures in the hinterland. This description of the
process of communication between the autochtonous Balkan
population and the Greeks of the Archaic Period reconciles some
of the contradictions of the earlier interpretations.

It is beyond doubt that the nature of the contact between
these two communities changed in time, and that the commercial
moment gained in importance. Consequently, the kind of goods
which the barbarians acquired from the Greeks changed, too.
Aside from the pottery and metal vessels which prevail in the
earliest Glasinac princes’ graves, the second half of the 6th
century saw the arrival of the first parts of warrior equipment of
Greek production in the Balkans. This meant mostly helmets of
the special Graeco-lIllyrian t{lpe which was never very popular
in Greece itself?>. However, their open-faced design was probably
convenient for the barbaric manner of waging war. The inhabitants
! of the Central Balkans became aware of the offer of the Greek
workshops, and began to choose those things which were best
suited to their way of life. Therefore, we are no longer speaking
only of objects given by the Greeks as diplomatic gifts to the
autochtonous population of the hinterland. The commercial
character of the relations between the Greeks and the barbarian
world, which was exceptionally prominent in later history, became
apparent in the Balkans in the second half of the 6th century.

The consequences of such a contact between the north and
south of the Balkans are numerous, and important both for
the Greek and barbarian cultures. The exchange of goods, which
made possible increased production of the Greek poleis, and
the mixing and mutual enrichment of cultures are only some
of the aspects of this problem. Archaeological material from these
parts testifies to the undoubted influence of Greek applied art
on the taste of the barbarian population?t. Changes in their social
organization can be said to have been speeded up by contacts
with Greek culture?®. The appearance of Mramorac-type jewellery
points to the existence of a social class of tribal aristocracy
which, by its social and economic powers lagged behind the
princes, but stood out from the majority of the population.
This secondary stratification of the barbarian community attests
to the growing complexity of tribal organization. The inflow of
luxury goods from the south certainly quickened this process.

2 M. Garasanin, 1957; 1. Marovi¢, 1976; M. Nikolanci, 1960; A. M.
Snodgrass, 1964, 1982; R. Vasié, 1982, 1982—1983.

2 D. Gara$anin, 1960; M. Gara3anin, 1973; M. Parovi¢-Pesikan, 1985,
1986b; R. Vasi¢, 1965, 1973, 1986b.

» M. Finley, 1983; R. Vasié, 1986b; P. S. Wells, 1980, 1984.
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Without questioning the undoubted significance which trade
with the south had for Early Iron Age cultures in the Central
Balkans?¢, this interpretation would suppose that the developed
phase of commercial relations between the north and south of
the Balkans was preceded by activity primarily conditioned by
political and social factors. This oconclusion is primarily backed
up by the nature of the earliest imported Greek objects, which
could not have been traded. A historical reconstruction of the
social and political conditions under which both communities
taking part in the contact lived further points to the necessity
of diplomatic relations between them. It is very likely that the
ultimate purpose of these negotiations was the establishing of
trade relations beneficial to both the Greeks and the barbarians,
which is confirmed by more recent arcaeological material. However,
it had to be preceded by a phase of initial diplomatic contacts,
docummented by the exceptional bronze vessels from the graves
of the Central Balkan tribal aristocracy.

20. februar 1990.

* A Palavestra, 1987—1988; 1989,



S. Babié, Graeco-Barbarian Contacts 173

Tratenik

Vo

Terent

Karta |




174 Balcanica XXI

Glnxuc Atenica

Pilatoviéi
A

ou't®

Trstenik

Krudevica

Kli¢evo
A

Dirahion




S. Babié, Graeco-Barbarian Contacts 175

T I a Golden aplique, Atenica; b Golden aplique, Atenica; c Silver phiale
mesomphalos, Novi Pazar
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C

T II a Bronze skyphos, Ilijak; b Bronze bowl, Citluci; ¢ Bronze phiale
mesomphalos, Brezje
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C

T III a Bronze phiale mesomphalos, Osovo; b Bronze oenochoe, Novi
Pazar; ¢ Bronze basin, Novi Pazar
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KOHTAKTH TPKA U BAPBAPA Y PAHOM I'BOSAEHOM AOBY
IIEHTPAAHOT BAAKAHA

Pe3ume

V3pOKOM IOjaBe apXajCKOr IpUYKOr HMMIIOPTa Ha TAY LEHTpaAHor Baa.
KaHa AYIO Cy CMaTpaHe TProBauKe Be3e IPYKHMX NOAHCa Ha MeauTepaHy
H BapBapCKHX IAEMEHa HaCeobEHHX Y VHyTpaunsoctH. Heke HoBuje HR-
TepnpeTalHje CPOAHMX IlOjaBa Y CpeAlWOj H 3anapHoj EBpomn omoryhyjv
APYyraudje TyMaueme. UnmbeHHIla A2 HajBehH A€o TIpuKOr MaTepHjaia HI
HaMXx obAacTH uMHM GpoH3aHO nocybe ¢uHe H3paae ymyliyje Ha noMHcav
Aa ce paAH O moceGHOj AMIIAOMATCKOj AEAQTHOCTH, NIOTBPAM caBe3a H3-
weby IpUKHX KOAOHHCTA HA jy’KHOM JaApaHy H BapBapCKHX UTAEMEHa KOJ3
CY KOHTPOAHCaAa 3aAsebe. AHaAH3e NMCAaHMX H3BOpa YKa3yjy Ha OBaKBy
mpakcy obeAekaBalba YroBopa O MHPOAYGHBHM OAHOCHMa KOA 3ajeAHHIa
KOje HHCY pacrnoAaraA€e IHMCMOM.

IloHckaA ce YHYTap HCTe 3aTBOPEHE ILieAHMHe, Hajyemfie rpo6a mnae
MEHCKOI CTapelllHHe, I0jaBAVjy ITPOM3BOAM Pa3AMUHTHX, Mebyco6HO yAa-
AEHHX TPYKHX OOAAQCTH, IUTO jé TEWKO OGJaCHMTH HCTOBPEMEHHM Tpro-
BayKMM Be3aMa BapBapcKe 3ajeAHmile ca obaAama IlonTa, jy>kHom Hra-
AHjoM H MaTH4yHOM I'pukomM. MebyTHM, CBakHM je IpUKHM IIOAMC pacrnoiAarac
pPoOOM IPOH3BEACHOM Ha APVIOM Kpajy MeaAurepaHa, Ka0o HOpPMaAHOM IIO-
CAepAHIIOM pa3meHe Meby camMuM XeaeHumma. Crora ce mpeaAaske Heno
CPEAHM KOHTAaKT H3Meby KOAOHHCTa HacedeHMX Ha jy>KHOM JaApaHy H
IHXOBHX CEBEPHHX CYCEAA, YCAOBLEH MNMOTPEGOM Aa Ce YpeAe OAHOCH Ha
3eMAH KOjy Ccy OMAH npuHybBzHM Aa Aeae.
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