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OpHIrHHaAHH HayuHH pay

Bojux MATHR
Beorpaa

KPAUVH

Kpauyn je cnoBeHcka peu Koja O3HayaBa GOXKAHCTBO, AaH
Be3aH 32 KpaTKOMHEBHIlY Kao ITIPasHMK, KOJlay KOjU Ce TOM
NMPHITHKOM jene WM 3Hauu mMe. IlojaBbyje ce y HEKONMHMKO JIHK-
BHITHHX MeETaTe3a H Kao KEpewyH, KapauyH u apyrux. Kox Byrapa
Cce jaBba y OONHMKY AMMHHYTHBA KpadyHell, Ipey3eld Cy ra |
Pymyuu xao Hasus 3a Bokuh a Mabapu y 00nuky ca MmeraresoM
kao Karidcsony, cpogHo clioBaukoj ymorpeOH Te peuHn. Byrapu
TOM pEJYH O3HauaBajy CTOYHM TPa3sHUK TOBEJA M KOmba, KOjU He
onrosapa xajeHnapckom Cs. IuMHTPHjy 8a KOTra je Be3aH YCKPIIbH
TIOCT, TIpeMa TOMe, OH je JIVHapHH {Ipa3HWK Kao LUTO je TO OCTao
# Vckpe. 30By ra joll ¥ BeJMKAEH, M3pa3 KOjU ce ynorpeGbaBa M
3a VYckpc. To je KOBCKM BEJIHKAEH KOjH je 3a KOHWe OHO IITO
je max XpucroBor BacKpcewa 3a JeyAe. Ha Taj maH ce KOHH He
NIpesky, MECH MM Cce HApOYHTH Kolad, M yKa3yjy Apyre TovdacTH,
Kao JaH paHHje KpaBama.

. Ilo obpemuMa KOj# ce H3BOAE Ha Taj TPA3HHUK HA HCTOYHOM
Bankawy, peu je 0 npeBHHM OOHYajHMa >XpPTBE H BacCKpca HEKOT
NaraHCKOr ©O0XKaHCTBa CHHKPETHI0OBAaHOT Ca KacHujuM xpminhan-
ckuM- YokpooM. Ilpe cnasba Ha cam Bokuh, koju je Beh mocrao
conapHy, OHUKCHHM NpasGHHK, XXPTByje ce JeHapoMopdHO OoxcaH-
crtBo, Kopa JykHux CioBeHa Oajiak WM CBeTa JKMBOTHIGA, 4YHje
ce Meco, Kao IPH MHOTHMM KPBaBHM JKpTBaMa Ha CBeTy, KoMana
¥ menu y oOmuMKy npudyemha CBHM WIaHOBHMA 3ajeHHIlE JOK Ce
ocTallM oOCTaB/bajy Aa O6m OorkaHcTBO Backpcno. Tako je onx mpa-
JMaBHUX JIOBAaYKHX JlaHa Yy pa3Bojy KyaType fo RaHac. CyuemaBaj
Ce CTapH ¥ HoBm Oor, xoa Jyxmux Cnosexa Mamu Gor wm Bo:
Koju je CpaporoB yHyk. Ha Bamm# nan crapeunmHa aomahmmcTsa

pe Gammwak Meby ocramuM apeuma u oOpaha My ce mMonGoMm
M fI0GHBA Ta Kao Hajapaker rocra. Y HEeKMM KpajeBuMa Oammbak
ce Ofcena TAKo IUTO Ce Of KOpe HamfpaBH Opajia IOTO TOBOPH
0o TOMe fAa je ped O crapuy. To je ¥ AaH nocTa WITO yKadyje Ha
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JKaJIoCcT 300r )XPTBOBama GOXKAHCTBA, KON MHOTHX 3ajeHHMila Npo-
nmpahieno TUlaueM >keHa, Kao, Ha TpHUMEp, KOA JIOBayKUX AjHya Ha
IlaH >KpTBEe MeIBela WIH OiUlaKkHBalba AMOHHCA 3a KOje ca3HajeMo
u3 Crapor 3aBera, WM >KaJIOCTH Ha BenHkHu merax.

XKprBa Ganmaka M3BOOM Ce TaKO IUTO C€ OH 3aNATH H fIYCTH
na folako caropeBa y3 Oneme ykyhanma Kako ce TO MHHHM GOpPeN
nokojuuka. Ileneo ce ,komama“ kao u mpu mpudvewhimmMa H HocH
y am0ap, mITaNy, KOUIHHIY M APYTa 3a GO/FONIPMBpPENY BaXKHa Me-
CTa, a CIIMYHO Ce MOCTYTla M Ca TIOCJeNHHMM CHOTIOM Ofl Kora ce
MIOHErJe HCTO Tako Iutere ,,00’kja Gpama‘.

CyTpajaH je ciaBmbe. CnaBH ce BacCKpCIM MalH OOr.

Besa usmeby Boxxuha u Vckpca, kojy ofaje Ha3sHB BeJIMKACH
Kox Byrapa i KOHWCKHM YCKPC H KPadyyH M 3a jelaH M 3a JAPYTH
NMpasHHK Y HEKHM KpajeBHMa, TIOTHYe€ H3 CHHKPETH3Ma OBa [Ba
mpa3HnKa HeMeby obpena Komwa KOjH ce MpoCiaBbajy M ¥ om:gx
jensor u gpyror npa3suka. Kow kao nonokeHuk, npahewe Boxkr
Ha KomMMa H ap. OBu oOMuaju Be3aHH Cy 3a HcTouwM bBankas
Y 4HjOj NMpEeHCTOpHjH cy mo3HaTH M Tpauku KomwaHMK Kao H [y-
HaBCKM KOH-AaHULM. Peu je 0 HMHO0EBpPOIICKOM 0OOpeny >XpTBOBaiba
komwa. Ty cpomHOCT MHTYHTHBHO Oy OTKpWiIH H Byrapu xpmmnhanu
KajJ Ccy ClIyuajHo oTKomade pebedpe Tpawkor KomaHHKa y3Hbusamn
YV 3uaoBe MpaBOCIaBHHX MaHacTupa, Bepyjyhu na ce pamm o
Csetom Bopby.

H3 nocrojOnHe KomWa Iie je TOCTao >KPTBEHA H CBETa JXHBO-
Tuba, Ha KyOaHy rae cy M NpHIMTOMIBEHM, {IOlLIE CYy ABE Yy3a-
CTOmHe MHTpauuje. JemHa, Koja je rpamuia TyMylyce Yy KOjHMa
Cy nopej MOTJaBHlIE CaXpalHBaHH H KOHH C KOJIMMAa H, Apyra, ca
obpeqoM koma # jaxaya. Y aHTHuKOj I'pukoj HajasHMO H CTapHjH
ciloj GOpHMX KONMa Kao NPOAYXKeTak PHTYATIHOT >KPTBOBama Ko-
$ha KOjH H3BONH CBOjy JXPTBEHY HUIPY VIPETHYT {IPBOOMTHO, Be-
POBaTHO, Y KHOMTKY, 0e3 TOYKOBa, M HaroselllTaj HHMOEBPOIICKOT
obHyaja >KpTBOBalba KOHa 3a jaxame, Ha nmpuMep y Hmmjanu. 'puu
cy oMatpad jJa oy CkuTH Haj6o/bH KOHAHWIM, IUTO YKasyje
OlleT Ha HapOA KOjH je Y NPEAHCTOPHjCKO BpPEME XXHBEO CeBepHO
on IIpHor Mopa.

Jok je mpsa Murpaimija Texja Bullle npeko Maie A3xje Ha
jyr 1 v APpHKY ca MO3HATHM HApOImMMa C MOpPa, HHIOEBpOIiCKa
ce pacnipliBUIa ¥ HAa ceBep H jyr M mcrok jgo Huamuje, rae je
JKPTBOBale€ KOWA KYJITHBHCAHO TOKOM croiieha on Belckux Bpe-
MeHa. Kapakrepuictuka Tora oOpema Owna je v ToMe Ja Hapo-
uuTH xKapebau, usabpan no onpebeHnM 3naumma Meby kom#iMa,
cmobonHo jypH Kpo3 MHOre 3eMbe mpalieH IpyrHM KOHMMa H
mnanuhiMa H3 CBMX KacTa Ha KOHWMMa KOj¥ Ce TIpHAPYXKYjY
TOj KaBaJKaAd M THME TPH3Hajy OH3E€PEHCTBO Kpaba Y YHjOj
semsH he ce usppumtu xprBeHH oGpen. Ilpahewe Boxxmha u
JKHBOTHMIba KAaO0 NOJNIOXKEHHK Koja je Beh gaBHO v Hallloj eTHoOTrpa-
ds1ju mosHaTa Kao 3aMeHa KpBaBe JKPTBE, Ka0 H H3pa3 KOEHCKH
BEeIMKNaH, roBOpe O TaKBOM mopexiay THX OGoxuhmix obGuuaja.
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Omy1 Cy CTapujH Of 3eM/bOPANHHYKHX OOWYaja BE3aHMX 33 JKHTO,
konay. Kyiar nokojumka je meby TMM oOHuajuMa MOXkIa HajcTapHjd
U3 JIOBauKOr NEpHONA Kafla ce Kpaj TOoKOjHMKa npuyelntiuBaia
poabMHa, IITO Ce N0 AAaHAC cavyyBalo Kao oOmuaj nake.

Kow Hmje mppoOMTHO XxTOHCKO Onhie, HampoTHB, OH Yy Tmpa-
HCTOpPHjcKoj EBpoim Byue CYHYaHHM [MCK, ajJiM je TO {IOCTao Yy
HailleM cyjeBepjy Kaf Cy ra Kao TIOA3EMHOTr AEMOHA TIOTHCHYIIH
xpumrha#cTPO a MOXKAa # HeKa 3eMJbOPaJHHYKA DpEJMIHja Ipe
Tora.

28. janyap 1990.

KRACHUN

Krachun is a Slavic word meaning deity, the day of the winter
solstice celebrated as a holiday, a cake eaten on that occasion or a
name. It appears in the form of several solvent metatheses as kerechun,
karachun, etc. In Bulgarian it is to be found in diminutive form as
krachunec, the Romanians have taken this term to mean Christmas, like
the Hungarians already have thro-.alﬂm:he metathetic form of Karicsony
which again is similar to the Slovakian use of the word. The Bulgarians
also use this word to mean the cattle and horse breeding holiday which
does not correspond to the calendar date of St. Dimitrius’ Day to which
the Easter fast is tied, therefore it is a lunar holiday just like Easter.
It is also called veliki de'haa term used also for Easter. It is the e&u-
estrian veliki den (great day), important for horses just like the day
of the ressurection of Jesus is for people. On that day horses are not
harnessed, a special kind of cake is baked for them, and they are
honored in the same way the cattle was the day before.

Judging by the customs performed in the eastern part of the
Balkans, this holiday combines the ancient rituals of the sacrifice and
resurrection of some pagan deity syncretized with the latter-day Christian
resurrection. Prior to the celebrations, on Christmasday, which has already
become a solar, fixed holiday, a sacrifice is made either of a dendromyrphic
deity, the yule log among South Slavs, or a holy animal the meat of
which, like in _many bloody sacrifices in the world, is chopped and
distributed as Communion to all the members of the community, while
the rest is left to allow the deity to resurrect. The old and new god
are confronted, amoaothe South Slavs it is the small god or boZi¢
who is Svarog’s grandson. On Christmas Eve, the head of the household
chooses one yule log among the others, and addresses it inviting it to
fleaste come to his house as a dearest guest. In some ts the yule

is cut so the bark is made to look like a beard showing that it
refers to an old man. This is also a day of fasting which suggests mourn-
ing for the dei?' sacrificed; in many communities it is accompanied
by the women’s lamenting, as we find among the hunting Ainus the day
of the bear sacrifice, or the mourning of Adonis which we learn about
from the Old Testament, or even the Easter Friday mourning.

. The Yuletide sacrifice is performed by burning the sacrificial object
which then slowly burns out as the household keeps vigil, like a vigil
is kept beside the deceased. The ash is “broken” like for Communion
and taken to the barm, stable, beehives and other un]i‘t;“ntam places for
agriculture, similar to the yrocedure with the last s which is in
some places used to weave “God’s beard”.

20
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Tomorrow the celebrations begin. The resurrected little good is
being celebrated. .

The connection between Christmas and Easter, which can be found
in the Bulgarian term veliki den or equestrian Easter and krachuna,
terms used for both holidays in some parts, comes from the syncretism
of the two holidays in between the horse ritual celebrated as part of
both one and the other holiday. The horse as the sacrificial animal,
following the little god on horseback, etc. These customs are tied to
the eastern part of the Balkans, the prehistoric times of which are
familiar with both the Thracian horseman and the Danube riders. This
is an Indoeuropean ritual sacrificing the horse. The Christian Bulgarians
also discovered this similarity by intuition, when t built the accident-
ally uncovered reliefs of the Thracian horseman into the walls of Orthodox
monasteries, believing it to be St. George. .

Two migrations simultaneously started from Kuban, the habitat of
the horse, where it became a sacrificial and sacred animal, and where
it was tamed. One built tumuli where chiefs were buried along with
the horse and cart, the other respected the ritual of the horse and
rider. In ancient Greece we come across an older type of armoured
car as an extention of the horse sacrifice ritual which demands for its
sacrifice to be harnessed, ori%inal.ly probably to a kibitka, without wheels,
and an indication of the Indoeuropean custom to sacrifice a riding
horse, for example in the lliad. The Greeks considered the Scythi
to be the best horsemen which in points to a le which, in
ﬁrehxstonc times, lived north of the Black Sea. While the t migration

owed more through Asia Minor south and into Africa with the well

known peoples from the sea, the Indoeuropean one scattered north,
south and east to India where the horse sacrifice was cultivated over
the centuries till the Vedaic times. A characteristic of the ritual was
for a special foal, chosen according to special marki among the rest
of the horses, to race freely t many lands followed by other
horses and youths from all castes on horseback which join this cavalcade,
thus recognizing the supreme rule of the king in whose country the
sacrifical rite is taking place. The following of the little god, the sacrifical
animal which has, since long ago, been known in our ethnography as
a substitute for the bloody sacrifice, and the term equestrian velikden
bespeak of such an origin to these Christmas customs. They are older
than the agricultural customs with wheat and cake. The cult of the
deceased from the hunting period is perhaps the oldest of these customs,
when the relatives of the deceased took Communion, the funeral feast
of which has been preserved to this day.

The horse is not the o:l}ina.l chthonic creature, on the contrary, in
prehistoric Europe is dragg a solar disk, but it became chthonic in
our superstition when Chnistianity repressed it as a demon of the un-
derworld, or it might have been some agricultural religion before that.
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